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India ‘protests’ China’s
new counties in Ladakh

Beijing forms two new counties in Hotan prefecture that incorporate Ladakhi territory; MEA says

India has ‘never accepted illegal Chinese occupation;, raises ‘concerns’ over dam project as well

IGS Paper lI: India-Chinal

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

ndia has lodged a “so-
l lemn protest” with

China over the forma-
tion of two counties in the
Hotan prefecture that in-
corporates territory of In-
dia’s Ladakh.

Speaking to reporters
during the weekly briefing
on Friday, Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs (MEA) spo-
kesperson Randhir Jaiswal
reminded China that India
“never accepted” Beijing’s
“illegal occupation of In-
dian territory in this area”.

He further stated cate-
gorically that India has also
conveyed its “concerns”
about the building a mega
hydro power project in the
upstream Yarlung Tsang-
po, which is the Tibetan
name of Brahmaputra,
that flows through Aruna-

Fresh row: New counties in Hotan will have no bearing on India’s
sovereignty over the area, says MEA spokesperson. GETTY IMAGES

chal Pradesh and Assam.
“We have never accept-
ed the illegal Chinese occu-
pation of Indian territory
in this area. Creation of
new counties will neither
have a bearing on India’s
long-standing and consis-
tent position regarding our
sovereignty over the area
nor lend legitimacy to Chi-

na’s illegal and forcible oc-
cupation of the same,” said
Mr. Jaiswal. “We have
lodged a solemn protest
with the Chinese side
through diplomatic chan-
nels,” he said.

The protest from the In-
dian side came after Chi-
nese news agency Xinhua
reported on December 27,

2024 that the authorities in
northwest Xinjiang Uyghur
Autonomous Region had
declared the formation of
He’an County and Hekang
County, in the Hotan pre-
fecture. The Hotan prefec-
ture contains parts of Aksai
Chin that India accuses
China of occupying and
formation of the two new
counties appears like Beij-
ing firming up administra-
tive measures in the re-
gion.

The protest from the In-
dian side is significant as it
comes against the back-
drop of the December 18,
2024 meeting between the
Special Representatives for
the border mechanism —
National Security Adviser
Ajit Doval and Chinese Fo-
reign Minister Wang Yi.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 8

India ‘Protests’ China’s New Counties in Ladakh

HRA o degr@ H e & a7 F3feAr W dReEe fFan
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Beijing @

Hotan
prefecture

China

Hotan prefecture in northwestern China's Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region. (RFA)

India has lodged a “solemn protest” with China over the formation of
two new counties in Hotan prefecture that incorporate Indian Ladakhi
territory.

HRT & AT & giad AhFwR 7 g Av FEfeAl F Toa W “asiiv ™A
g AT §, S ARG degr@ &7 # anfae g

MEA spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal stated that India “never accepted” China's
“illegal occupation” of the area.

fRger AT & yaTFdr WK FIHATT S FgT [ IR A FN M s@ e A AT &
“3rAET FHeol” I “TAISR g fhaT’|
The protest comes after China’s news agency Xinhua reported on December 27, 2024,

that two new counties — He’an County and Hekang County — were created in
Hotan prefecture.

7§ Y a9 3mr 59 Ao i FAER T Riegam A 27 ey, 2024 F aqr@r &
e Ahaax & T 3T FI3E) 3R FFET H1EFE FHT 5T fhar =am

Hotan prefecture includes parts of Aksai Chin, which India claims as its territory, but
China occupies illegally.

giae R A srews e & REQ anfaa € o9 o 3rael offd \reAar &, afdet
T o AT T F Feoll T @M gl
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India’s Position on Sovereignty and Border Disputes
R &1 3@ Far 3 A fRAaret

e Mr. Jaiswal stated that the new counties will not affect India’s long-standing position
on its sovereignty over the region.

A SEHATS o FeT foh AT FIERAT A1 T AT W AR HT FWIHAT o o THT &
FAH TG Hl FATAT g1 |

o He reiterated that India will not accept any legitimacy to China’s forcible occupation
of its territory.

3ogiel Y & SN foh (RA AieT & STaReT deot &1 fohdil 3T g r derar 61 gam|
e Indialodged a protest through diplomatic channels to register its concerns.

HRT & 39T RIAnit o c¥ad e & foT Torefds Aadat & AregHq & @ g
FHAT

Concerns Over China’s Mega Dam Project on Yarlung Tsangpo

IR @At 9 e B A9 S aRAS M A oRT Hr [aw

e Mr. Jaiswal also raised concerns about China’s mega hydro-power project on the
Yarlung Tsangpo river, known as the Brahmaputra in India.

A TIFAT o el GART AR AR QY (R H FEAYH) T A gIFI-91a Frslae
Hr ofht ot FIar caard &)

o He stated that India has “established user rights” as a lower riparian state, and
China must ensure that downstream states are not harmed.

3egied gl b HRT T fAgell 4RT arer U g & A, “Tid 39derear JftsR”
@ 8, 3R el i Ig FARTT e d1ige foh faerer T3t H JoHam o gl

Details of the Mega Dam Project

A 3 gRAS=T 1 fJaRor

e The damwill be constructed in the lower reaches of the Yarlung Tsangpo, in deep
Himalayan gorges under Chinese control.

I ST IR HETar o foraer e A, Remey & wgdt wfeat A, S ff fa=or & g,
FATIT ST

e The mega dam is expected to be the largest infrastructure project in the world,
surpassing even the Three Gorges Dam.

Ig A 3A gfiar 1 Gl 9 FHReFa TRANST gl St ot afsfer 3a @ off wst
gt

e Indialearned about the dam from news reports by Xinhua, instead of being officially
informed by China.
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Waﬁwﬂ%aﬁﬁmfaﬁmmﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁr,mm#
nfaeiE w0 & gfa @@ R

India’s Diplomatic Steps to Protect Water Interests

R & Hedlided Fed: o Fdl T gean

e India has urged China to maintain transparency and hold consultations with
downstream countries before undertaking such large-scale river projects.

AT & T T IRERAT Fv 1@ 3R s T & a1y WA & fH a7 g,
TrEH W 93 e fr ad)r aRASEnst wi

e Mr. Jaiswal stated that India will continue to monitor the developments and take
necessary measures to protect its interests.

AN STIHATT ¥ FET fF 9RT geah A W AIRTE ST W 3R 39 et &Y w8 &
fT 39T F FEH IoTT|

Context of India-China Border Tensions

NRA-deT AT T T T Heot

e The protest comes after the December 18, 2024 meeting between India’s NSA Ajit
Doval and China’s Foreign Minister Wang Yi, aimed at resolving the eastern Ladakh
tensions that began in June 2020 with the Galwan clashes.

Ig faviy 18 fREeR 2024 &l HRA & Tawwv rsiid Shoner 3R e & fager &0 amr <@t
% g qdi degr@ deE 1 st & v g5 Sodh & e AT §, S S 2020 7

AT FS & WY YE g3 2|
e The Galwan clashes marked one of the most serious India-China border conflicts in
decades, leading to military standoff and diplomatic efforts to reduce tensions.

TearT 59 o #E gl # ARa-NeT dar Fod f Fa@ ek geanst A § v
off, e sroT der arfadier 3K weeifas yamw fhe o)
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‘New draft policy
is worse than three
repealed farm laws’

IGS Paper lll: Economoy]|

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The draft National Policy
Framework on Agricultu-
ral Marketing (NPFAM), re-
leased recently for public
comments by the Union
Agriculture Ministry, is
more dangerous than the
three farm laws repealed in
2021, the Samyukt Kisan
Morcha, an umbrella or-
ganisation of farmers’ out-
fits, said on Friday.

The SKM has called Ki-
san Mahapanchayats to be
held at Tohana in Haryana
and Moga in Punjab on Sa-
turday, with the intention
of launching a fresh agita-
tion on January 9, demand-
ing the withdrawal of the
NPFAM. The meetings are
expected to pass resolu-
tions against the policy.

The SKM was formed in
2020, and spearheaded a
year-long agitation against
three contentious legisla-
tion deregulating agricul-

3G g

tural trade passed by Par-
liament in the midst of the
pandemic. Thousands of
farmers camped along Del-
hi’s boundary before the
government agreed to re-
peal the three laws.

‘Will erode rights’
If the new draft policy is
implemented, the SKM
said, it will erode the feder-
al rights of State govern-
ments and destroy the in-
terests of the farmers,
agricultural workers, petty
producers and small trad-
ers as it does not have any
provision to ensure mini-
mum support prices for
crops or minimum wages
for agriculture workers.
Congratulating Punjab
Chief Minister Bagwant
Mann for rejecting NPFAM,
the SKM appealed to all
other Chief Ministers to re-
ject the framework as well.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 8

‘New Draft Policy is Worse
Than Three Repealed Farm
Laws’

a1 AAler Afa i [
FR FEE & off aga7 &

. The draft National Policy Framework on
Agricultural Marketing (NPFAM), released
recently for public comments by the Union
Agriculture Ministry, is considered more
dangerous than the three farm laws repealed
in 2021, according to the Samyukt Kisan
Morcha (SKM).

FET FR AAET CaRT 81T § F ASAToAn
fecaforgt & fow S s R Rgorer Hifa
g (NPFAM) &t 2021 & fated fde aw i
F Fe@Al @ AAF GaAAF AT 971 ¢, T6
wgFa fFamer AT (SKM) & el

. The SKM has called for Kisan
Mahapanchayats to be held at Tohanain
Haryana and Moga in Punjab on Saturday, with

plans to launch a fresh agitation on January 9,
demanding the withdrawal of the NPFAM.

SKM & g & gEr 3R yoe & A A
afAar & Fae AgoaEd AT F @
mear fRar & 3R 9 Seadl @ AT e
QAT TS &, FSTH NPFAM &Y arqq et i
AT T SITUa|

. The meetings are expected to pass
resolutions against the policy.

Joal A AfT & @aw gEaT T wa

Background of SKM and Farm Laws Protest

SKM 3R Hf¥ FeEt & Ay i gesinfa
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The SKM was formed in 2020 and spearheaded a year-long agitation against three
contentious laws deregulating agricultural trade, which were passed by Parliament
during the pandemic.

SKM &I T+ 2020 # g5 A IR 384 W AR A RfFafaa @ ard dier
fareTreTe FeEl & T TF G aF el FT dAced [T, S §HG H AFART F
el g fe e 9

Thousands of farmers camped along Delhi’s boundary until the government agreed
to repeal the three laws.

goll framat & feeell i Wwmat o3 3 s1@m, 59 O foh WFER & Al FrepEAr B
fed F@ w weaAfa adt &

Concerns Over the New Draft Policy

T #gler Afg &1 Iy Raw

The SKM claims that the new draft policy, if implemented, will erode the federal rights
of State governments and destroy the interests of farmers, agricultural workers,
petty producers, and small traders.

SKM & erar & & afe oar #ler Aifa ameger amn, o 9 57 @Rl & qdiT
TR F FAR FX I 3R A, FR 4f@w, o scues! ik o it &
fat Y 7 F &

The policy does not ensure Minimum Support Prices (MSP) for crops or minimum
wages for agricultural workers.

g A waat & fav Fgaan gadeT Jqe7 (MSP) a1 FR sfw & v sgeraw daa
AT g =l B

SKM’s Appeal to Chief Ministers
SKM #r FEgwEl ¥ ardie

The SKM congratulated Punjab Chief Minister Bagwant Mann for rejecting the
NPFAM.

SKM & 9aiTd & HEIHA $91dd AT T NPFAM & RS Fa & o qerg &

The SKM appealed to all other Chief Ministers to reject the framework as well.

SKM & 3+ wslt Fegwfyal & off 50 o &t @fer & i ardier &
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Protests erupt in Pithampur
over arrival of Bhopal waste

GS Paper lll: Disaster
Management

BHOPAL

Two men suffered burns
on Friday after they tried
to immolate themselves as
protests erupted during a
call for bandh in Madhya
Pradesh’s Pithampur, a day
after toxic waste from the
Bhopal gas tragedy was
moved from the defunct
Union Carbide factory to
the industrial town.
According to police, de-
monstrators gathered at
several places across the
town to protest the dispo-
sal of the waste at an incin-
eration facility. The police
used water cannons and
resorted to brief baton
charge at some places
where protesters tried to
march towards the facility.

~hd

2 men try to immolate
themselves; CM Yadav
assures people that
the disposal is being
guided by scientists

Locals and activists have
long been opposing the
disposal of the waste there
as they fear it could pollute
the environment, despite
multiple assurances about
safety measures from the
government authorities.

Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav said the State would
not take any step that put
any person’s life in danger
and that the waste would
be incinerated under the
guidance of scientists. He
urged people not to take
any “wrong step”. “A deci-

T

sion on the immediate
burning of the waste has al-
so not been taken yet. It
has only been dumped and
we are moving forward as
per the directions of courts
and scientists,” he said.

In the late evening, the
Dhar district authorities
imposed Section 163 of
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita,
which prohibits the as-
sembly of five or more peo-
ple among other restric-
tions, within the 100
metres of the incineration
facility — Ramky Group’s
Pithampur Industrial
Waste Management Private
Limited until January 12.

The orders were issued
after a group of protestors
tried to march towards the
facility and the police
thwarted their attempts.

Protests erupt in
Pithampur over
arrival of Bhopal
waste

HqTer & FAT AT
ITHAA T
Ryagw 7 iy
yeRld Iw

e Two men suffered burns on
Friday after attempting to
immolate themselves during
protests in Pithampur,
Madhya Pradesh.

YhaR Y YA (FET Fewn)
# Ry vede & R ar
STl o ITcHETE FIA HT
ERIGRERIRECEECE Cr i

e The protests followed the

movement of toxic waste from the Bhopal gas tragedy site to Pithampur’s industrial
town.

Ig At gedier siarer 3w T e A RyAqR & e a7 7 v s F

TYAROT & TG E3T|
o Demonstrators gathered across the town to oppose the disposal of toxic waste at the
incineration facility.

YeAARIRAT & G AT H fauTad FR A1 qget Fg A fSheT e Hr farer o

e Police used water cannons and brief baton charge at places where protesters
attempted to march toward the incineration facility.

STET TR o ggeT dg T IR AT F 1 gATE T, a5t gferm F atex dee
3R goaT ardraTet R

e Locals and activists fear the waste may pollute the environment, despite the
government’s assurances on safety measures.

TUTART @1 AR FrAwd 58 o1 @ do ®fad § o T8 F2rr w3iawor Fr wgfid
el §, e § AIHN o &t 3UTY T 3TRaraeT e gl
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e Chief Minister Mohan Yadav assured that waste incineration would happen under the
guidance of scientists and no person’s life would be endangered.

HEIHA AlG G o IRATHA &7 foh FaRX &7 GgT d=Tioienl T q@y@ H gram 3R
T afaa fr e HY @ay A AST ST S|

o He clarified that no immediate decision to burn the waste has been taken, and they are
following court directions.

3egi TS TRAT foh FeR & QI &g ol dis 0T =gl foram 9 § 3R 9 Smarerd
¥ et &1 gt FT @ &l

« Inthe late evening, Dhar district authorities imposed Section 163 of Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita, prohibiting the assembly of five or more people near the incineration
facility until January 12.

AH YR FHAT TAHA & ARAT =7 FRer A gRT 163 @19 Y, A gget Fg &
3THYTE 9T AT 30w ATFdal & THT gl W 12 Faad d Ak o9 &Y TS|

e The restriction was imposed after protestors tried to march toward the facility, and
police stopped them.

Ig Ufaaer YA & ggaT Fg T A AT I & TAH F 16 AT =T, 5
gford o Reer &1 |
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Union Health Ministry monitors HMPV outbreak
in China, assures situation is not worrisome yet

|GS Paper lil: S&T |
Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

The Union Health Ministry
said on Friday that it was
closely monitoring the al-
leged outbreak of Human
Metapneumovirus (HMPV)
in China. The Ministry said
while China had reported a
rise in respiratory illness,
particularly HMPV, India
had not registered any un-
usual spike in winter respi-
ratory diseases.

Five years after the CO-
VID pandemic, China is ex-
periencing a surge in
HMPV cases, particularly
in children under 14 years.
Symptoms include cough,
fever, and shortness of
breath, with potential com-
plications like bronchitis
and pneumonia. The coun-

try has seen cases rise in its
northern provinces, Reu-
ters had reported. Cases of
HMPV had been reported
in 2011-12 in the U.S., Cana-
da, and Europe.

The Ministry’s National
Centre for Disease Control
is closely monitoring respi-
ratory and seasonal in-
fluenza cases in the coun-
try and is in touch with
international agencies,
noted a senior official.

Meanwhile, Director-
General of Health Services
Atul Goel informed repor-
ters on Friday that no case
of the respiratory illness —
HMPV — has been reported
in the country yet. Stating
that the government was
closely monitoring news
about the possible HMPV
outbreak in China, he ad-

The Ministry said it is closely monitoring respiratory and seasonal
influenza cases in the country. FILE PHOTO

ded that as of now, there
was no cause for alarm.
“HMPV is like any other
respiratory virus that caus-
es flu-like symptoms,” said
Dr. Goel, adding that respi-
ratory illnesses are com-
mon in winters and hospi-

tals in India are equipped
to deal with them.

‘No major cases’

“Special medicines are not
needed as there are no an-
ti-viral drugs against this.
There are no major cases,

in hospitals or as per In-
dian Council of Medical Re-
search data,” he added.

According to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control
and Prevention, the public
health agency of the U.S.,
HMPV can cause upper
and lower respiratory dis-
ease in people of all ages,
especially among young
children, older adults, and
people with weakened im-
mune systems.

Discovered in 2001, the
HMPV belongs to the Pneu-
moviridae family along
with respiratory syncytial
virus (RSV). Broader use of
molecular diagnostic test-
ing has increased identifi-
cation and awareness of
HMPV as an important
cause of upper and lower
respiratory infection.

Union Health Ministry monitors HMPV outbreak in
China, assures situation is not worrisome yet

AT TS AT oF AT H HMPV & YT I Ao

e The Union Health Ministry said on Friday that it was closely monitoring the alleged
outbreak of Human Metapneumovirus (HMPV) in China.

FAT FARLT FAY 2 YHAR F gl 6 95 A 7 egA7aT ACGAIRRE (HMPV) &
T TR FET A9 1@ T &

e The Ministry stated that China had reported a rise in respiratory illness, particularly
HMPYV, but India had not registered any unusual spike in winter respiratory
diseases.

FATE o el o it 7 @@ WM H T g5 &, THAR HMPV & ATH H, AfcheT
AR 7 At & ea@er W F P AT FER gor AL H IS B

e Five years after the COVID pandemic, China is experiencing a surge in HMPV cases,
particularly in children under 14 years.
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FfAs FAFTARY & AT Wiel 916, et H HMPV ATHAT A Jefer g1 W &, T 14 91T |
HH 3A & Foal A

Symptoms include cough, fever, and shortness of breath, with potential
complications like bronchitis and pneumonia.

w&TuT F @i, ER, 3R AW A 7 wfoans anfier §, wr & diwstew i et
ST AfeedTe 8T Hehll 1

HMPV cases have been reported in 2011-12 in the U.S., Canada, and Europe.
HMPV #Teralt T o€ 2011-12 # 3R, Farer, 3R AT F &1 a8 o1

The National Centre for Disease Control (NCDC) is closely monitoring respiratory
and seasonal influenza cases in India and is in touch with international agencies.

TS T G0 &g (NCDC) HR 3 238 3R AlGHAT gereuan AHE! I FEr J9X
@ T & 3N HATET TR F dud & ¥

Director-General of Health Services, Atul Goel, informed that no case of HMPV has
been reported in India yet.

AT JAT F AEfACUF, el A, A AT fob ¥R & HMPV &I FI§ ATaT 3760
o Rt et g3 &

He added that there was no cause for alarm, and the government was closely
monitoring news about the possible HMPV outbreak in China.

3ogiel gl & Aar fr I a1q ag T, 3R TWER AT F HMPV 909 Hr @Rt 9 FE
ARG T &l
HMPYV is like any other respiratory virus that causes flu-like symptoms, he said,

adding that respiratory illnesses are common in winters, and hospitals in India are
equipped to handle them.

3egiet el foh HMPV fFelt e a0e Iy 1 oE &, Sl e AW oT&Tor YeT e &
3egiel Ig o her fo |fAt & eawer v I § 3N AT & 9T 3¢ Hoflolel A
wat &

No major cases reported

F$ a3 AWS gof G O

Dr. Goel stated that special medicines are not needed as there are no antiviral
drugs against HMPV.

1. AT o FgT o AT garat $ sraegwar a8 & FiF HMPY & v Rg
TAGRRS &aT 39clsY gl gl

According to the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) data, there are no major
cases in hospitals.

arer Rfdcar sqauer 9w (ICMR) & 3Miehst & 3[R, 3Eqaral # H1$ 93 ATHS
gof o8l fopw T §
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e HMPV (Human Metapneumovirus) was discovered in 2001 and belongs to the
Pneumoviridae family along with Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV).

HMPV (€@ ATTI=g#aratE) &1 @ref 2001 7 g5 o 3R Ig cegAfaRee aRar

feear &, orae Reaed AT arRE (RSV) o anfaer Bl

e Molecular diagnostic testing has increased the identification and awareness of
HMPV as an important cause of upper and lower respiratory infections.

AfAFIER SRATAIRReF SRS A HMPV &I 9§91 3R IRFaT F TG &, ST FIg
3R TS qHT HHAV FHT U AFAYU FRT ¢

Odisha treats unseasonal rain
as disaster, to pay farmers
subsidy of ¥291.59 cr. for loss

Report by District Collectors states 6.66 lakh farmers suffered losses of 33% in ready-to-harvest

crops in 2,26,791 hectares of land due to two spells of rain in the last week of December

|IGS Paper Ili: DM |

Satyasundar Barik
BHUBANESWAR

onsidering unseaso-
C nal rains as disaster,

the Mohan Majhi go-
vernment in Odisha has an-
nounced input subsidy of
%291.59 crore for farmers
who have suffered crop loss
above 33%.

Report by District Collec-
tors states 6.66 lakh farmers
suffered losses of over 33%
in ready-to-harvest crops in
2,26,791 hectares of land.
These farmers will get the
assistance from the State
Disaster Relief Fund.

Inaugurating the three-
day-long Agriculture Od-
isha-2025, Mr. Majhi said ov-
er 2.61 lakh farmers had ap-
plied for compensation
under the Pradhan Mantri
Fasal Bima Yojana, and in-
sured farmers who suffered

Nayagarh. FILE PHOTO

crop loss are getting com-
pensation from Friday.
“The government is com-
mitted to supporting farm-
ers in every possible way.
We hope these efforts will
not only help offset your
losses but also instil hope
and confidence in the farm-
ing community. Moreover,

). 5 - 4
{39541, VL -
Odisha CM Mohan Charan Majhi interacting with farmers in

_.\.i.‘

comprehensive assistance
will be provided for the rabi
crop in the coming days,”
he said.

The CM added that un-
der the Samrudh Kisan Yo-
jana, an additional input
support of ¥800 is being
provided over the mini-
mum support price of

¥2,300 per quintal of pad-
dy.

Two spells of unseasonal
rain in the last week of De-
cember wreaked havoc on
ready-to-harvest paddy and
vegetable crops.

The issue sparked a polit-
ical controversy, with the
main Opposition party, the
Biju Janata Dal, accusing the
Bharatiya Janata Party go-
vernment of being sluggish
in assessing crop losses and
providing compensation.
On Thursday, former CM
and Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Assembly Na-
veen Patnaik wrote to Mr.
Majhi, urging him to ensure
timely and adequate com-
pensation for affected
farmers.

Earlier, Mr. Patnaik had
toured Ganjam, Puri, Cut-
tack, Jagatsinghpur, and
Kendrapara districts.
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Odisha treats unseasonal rain as disaster, to pay
farmers subsidy of ¥291.59 crore for loss

INRAT 7 FAARF IuT FY IS AT, fFAAT FY
¥291.59 FU3 $r Fyiegsr it

The Mohan Majhi government in Odisha has announced an input
subsidy of ¥291.59 crore for farmers who suffered crop loss above
33% due to unseasonal rains.

2 A Agd AT TWHR o FIAARDVF a9 & FROT 33% T HAF
T TR o T fFaE & T 2291.59 FU5 7 geqe wiows)
ST giyorr & B

e As per reports from District Collectors, 6.66 lakh farmers suffered 33% losses in
ready-to-harvest crops across 2,26,791 hectares of land.

forem FaFe H1 RAE & 3678R, 6.66 ar@ fHFawT 306 Ferg & fav FAR wHel &
33% TFATT ST Tob §, ST 2,26,791 FAT A W Helr g

e These farmers will receive assistance from the State Disaster Relief Fund (SDRF).
SoT fhdTel ol T AHTIST @ Y (SDRF) & FrIdr fAee|

e At the inauguration of Agriculture Odisha-2025, CM Mohan Majhi announced that

over 2.61 lakh farmers had applied for compensation under the Pradhan Mantri Fasal
Bima Yojana (PMFBY).

Tfiweat Hf3e-2025 & 3quresT & SR, Hivd AT AN A Fgr & 2.61 a@ &
FfT frumet & et s AT e (PMFBY) & dgd #3Mas & fov 3mdes
forar gl

e Insured farmers who suffered crop loss started receiving compensation from Friday.
AT Rt Y, [Segie FHel JHATT ol &, YshaR F HITEAT Al Y& & I &

e The government assured that comprehensive assistance would be provided for rabi
crops in the coming days.

TSR oF 3Mard f&ar o 3ma arel feat &7 &l vt & v <a9es ggr—rdr ueri &

S|

e Under the Samrudh Kisan Yojana, an additional input support of ¥800 is being
provided over the minimum support price (MSP) of ¥2,300 per quintal of paddy.

ey fhae e & dEd, ue & 22,300 ufe e sgaad @wde {eT (MSP) &

FI X800 T HfARTFd geqe Ferar vl I S @ gl
e Two spells of unseasonal rain in December’s last week caused heavy damage to
ready-to-harvest paddy and vegetable crops.
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feriar & sifasr woare A g8 QY AR IARE SR A Fer F AT dAR ure 3R
Heoll AT HH T H Jehdlel qguleul

o The issue triggered a political controversy, with the Biju Janata Dal (BJD) accusing
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) government of being slow in assessing crop
losses and providing compensation.

38 Hed o Uritias g & sea &2, Sgr fis) Sierar ge (BID) & SR Setal
Uit (BIP) TR W G JHAGT FT el F AN AIEST e F o efieht
fY T 3R ST

e On Thursday, former CM Naveen Patnaik and Leader of the Opposition wrote to CM
Mohan Majhi, urging him to ensure timely and adequate compensation for affected
farmers.

TFEAR HT, F FEIHA AT geaaras 3R {uat & dar = @ew Agar Al o 9F
forgent wanfaa framel & a9 w0 3R wAed Famasn AR s &1 3y
fea|

o Earlier, Mr. Patnaik visited districts like Ganjam, Puri, Cuttack, Jagatsinghpur, and
Kendrapara to assess the situation.

S8 Ugdl, M g o I, G, Feh, Farfeq? AR Fgurst fSer w1 ey fhar ar
drfeh T&UTeY a1 MeheleT TR ST Hehl
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Christian service to
sanctify Meghalaya’s
first State university

IGS Paper II: Right to religion |

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

The first State university in
Meghalaya, where the Na-
tional People’s Party (NPP)
and the Bharatiya Janata
Party are ruling as part of
the Meghalaya Democratic
Alliance coalition, will be
sanctifed with a Christian
prayer service. State Educa-
tion Minister Rakkam A.
Sangma said this on Thurs-
day, insisting there was
nothing wrong with such
consecration when the new
Parliament building was
blessed with Hindu rituals.

Outside Meghalaya, the
NPP is also a part of the BJP-
led National Democratic Al-
liance.

The consecration of the
Captain Williamson Sang-
ma State University, named
after Meghalaya’s first CM,
will be held on January 13.

“As a Christian State, we
want to consecrate the first
State university with a mas-
sive prayer meet,” Mr. Sang-
ma told journalists in Shil-
long. The Vice-Chancellor

State Education
Minister Rakkam A.
Sangma says there
was nothing wrong
in such consecration
ceremony in a
Christian State

of the university will also
assume the office on that
day, he said, adding that all
the Ministers in the State
and representatives of all
denominations of churches
would attend the event.

The new Parliament
building was consecrated in
May 2023 with the installa-
tion of the ‘Sengol’ - a gold-
plated silver sceptre - amid
the chanting of Vedic man-
tras. The ceremony had
started with a Ganesh puja.

In January 2023, Chief
Minister Conrad K. Sangma
had inaugurated a building
of the Captain Williamson
Sangma State University at
Balalgre, a village in the
South West Garo Hills dis-
trict. It is yet to start func-
tioning formally.

Christian Service to
Sanctify Meghalaya’s First
State University

AYTAT & Tgo T
freafacaresr #r ofay &=
& fow St e dar

e The first State university in Meghalaya,
where the National People’s Party (NPP) and
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) are ruling
as part of the Meghalaya Democratic
Alliance coalition, will be sanctified with a
Christian prayer service.

AT &1 gl T feafagarery, sl
Sered figew aidl (NPP) 3R stRefr Siater
9l (BJIP) RUTAT SAYHIEH HAHH TSaeT
& T H AT I T§ &, Pl $a$ Irdam Jdar
o Oy gfas fohar STTem|

o State Education Minister Rakkam A.
Sangma said this on Thursday, insisting there
was nothing wrong with such consecration
when the new Parliament building was
blessed with Hindu rituals.

TS fAET AN WHA T HIAT o AR H1 T
T FEr 3R IR o Fgl F S AT §HG
HaoT 1 g reqeamat & qfaa foar arar ar, &
s Fo off Taa e

e Outside Meghalaya, the NPP is also a part
of the BJP-led National Democratic Alliance
(NDA).

ATl & F1gY, NPP 8T $1Te19T & Aed aral
TSI SAAdIAF TdaeT (NDA) 7 Bear &1

e The consecration of the Captain
Williamson Sangma State University,

named after Meghalaya’s first CM, will be held on January 13.
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Feear Rfasws warer asw RAeafagmey, S Ao F 9ga qEIHEA & AH W §,
T qfaANHoT 13 FoTadl 1 foam Sream|

o “As a Christian State, we want to consecrate the first State university with a massive
prayer meet,” Mr. Sangma told journalists in Shillong.

$OIE ST & &9 H, g7 Ugel U faeafacarery = fener ardar @3 @y afdy
FLAT ATBT 8,7 A FIAT o RedAieer F q9hRT T FaTl
e The Vice-Chancellor of the university will also assume office on that day, he said,

adding that all the Ministers in the State and representatives of all denominations of
churches would attend the event.

3egiel el 6 38 et frafagames & Foufa off e W, 3ik v & @it
#f o el = wHER & wfafaf su s A arfder g9

e The new Parliament building was consecrated in May 2023 with the installation of the
‘Sengol’ — a gold-plated silver sceptre — amid the chanting of Vedic mantras.

#E 2023 H AT HHG 7 HI JaT — T W A R TG I3 TGN 1 IrEs TAMAT
b R AT FA & 3TaroT & Try gfaT fRar I AT

e The ceremony had started with a Ganesh Puja.
S0 WARIG T YOI 0T G 4 g5 A

e InJanuary 2023, Chief Minister Conorad K. Sangma had inaugurated a building of the

Captain Williamson Sangma State University at Balalgre, a village in the South
West Garo Hills district.

SeTadl 2023 H HTIHA PRI &. FIAT A gfAror-9fResr Iy few forer & qeireen o
# Seea Rferaas W U faeafagamea i v $ART &1 3cared fwar o

e The university is yet to start functioning formally.

feafacarer 1 3l stweRe & @ Y& e T |
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The looming threat to federalism and democratic tenets

|GS Paper II: Federalism}

he ruling government, led by the
Bharatiya Janata Party/National
Democratic Alliance, has been
pursuing the One Nation, One Election
framework (ONOE) with all seriousness. This
proposal seeks to synchronise the Lok Sabha and
State Assembly elections under one single
electoral cycle. While the advocates of the ONOE
have cited several administrative and fiscal
efficiencies, its opponents point to the
far-reaching consequences of this plan on the
democratic and federalist character of India, as
laid out in the Constitution of India.

The historical context

Simultaneous elections are not something very
new in India. During the initial years after
Independence, the Election Commission of India
(ECD used to conduct simultaneous elections for
both Parliament and State Assemblies. But this
cycle of cooperative federalism was disrupted at
the very outset with the appearance and
imposition of Article 356, which is popularly
known as President’s Rule. When this was done
for the first time in Kerala in 1959, an element of
federal overreach began to take hold of the
Union-State relations, as the will of the Union
appeared to override State autonomy. The
arrangement was essentially meant to be a
constitutional mechanism and provided for
restoring normalcy in States where governance
had become well-nigh impossible.

Article 356 was optimistically termed a “dead
letter” by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, to be used
sparingly. Yet, as H.V. Kamath aptly remarked,
“Dr. Ambedkar is dead, and the Articles are very
much alive”, reflecting the misuse that is implicit
in this provision as a tool of political expediency.
From 1950 to 1994, successive governments,
notwithstanding their political hue, indulged in
the misuse of Article 356 to the extent of
dismissing ‘politically obnoxious’ elected State
governments. Even after the S.R. Bommai case
judgment, which aims to restore the federal
government’s rights and limit the arbitrary acts of
Governors, incidents continue. Its frequent
invocation — over 130 times since Independence
— has distorted that purpose.

Defection has also emerged as a strong threat
to the stability of State governments.
Democratically-elected governments have fallen
after legislators have changed sides over various
enticements. It was to prevent this form of
democratic erosion that the Anti-Defection Law
was enacted through the 52nd Amendment Act of
1985 as part of the Tenth Schedule of the
Constitution, which attracts the disqualification
penalty against defectors. But there are still
loopholes. The absence of any sort of time-bound
framework for Speakers to decide on
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‘One Nation
One Election’
should not
become a
device for the
centralisation of
powers; issues
such as a
strengthening
of
anti-defection
laws cannot be
glossed over

disqualification petitions and provisions for
“group defections” has rendered the law
ineffective. The result is that defections are still
commonplace, leading to unconstitutional
changes in regimes.

This is where the proposition put forward by
the ONOE to align State election cycles with that
of the Lok Sabha gets deeply problematic. In fact,
the proposal goes all the way to make
amendments in the Constitution, particularly in
Articles 83 and 172, which guarantee a five-year
term for Parliament and State Assemblies. Some
blatant omissions in the governance regime
include the misuse of Article 356 and the
inadequacy of anti-defection laws. The State
governments would face a much tighter squeeze
in the ONOE, as their terms would be curtailed or
extended to bring them in line with the national
election cycle. This reduction in State autonomy
is more than an administrative nuisance. It
constitutes a deep attack on the federalist
structure of the Constitution.

Federal structure under siege

The federal system of India, being a basic feature
of Indian democracy, enables States to function
as relatively independent units in solving
problems of a localised nature. State elections
that would have to be held along with the
national elections would blur and impair the
ability of electors to evaluate the performance of
the State government. If the ONOE is held and if
there happens to be a midterm ONOE, then State
governments which were elected only for
‘abbreviated’ tenures would breach the
democratic principle of “one person, one vote,
one value”. In case a State government falls
midterm, say after three years, the ONOE would
lead to elections for a new government that
would serve only the remaining time in the
synchronised electoral cycle, roughly two years.

This cuts down the tenure of a government,
making the mandate of the voter of little value; a
new government would not complete its full
term, reducing the democratic principle of
complete representation. Truncated terms are
not only an issue when it comes to State
governments but are also of concern to the Lok
Sabha too. For instance, from the political
turbulence of the mid-1990s, there were elections
in 1996, 1998, and 1999.

In fact, if the ONOE had been in place, there
would have been another election in 2001, which
would add up to four elections in five years. The
frequency of elections results in increased costs —
financial, administrative, and in terms of human
capital — which are not realised in the efficiency
that the ONOE is touted to bring. On nominal and
practical grounds, each government needs a
realistic time period to analyse the existing

socio-political- economic state of affairs, frame
adaptive policies and do course corrections. This
artificially imposed reduction in the tenure of a
government could disrupt governance, resulting
in negative consequences that outweigh the usual
policy paralysis caused by the enforcement of the
Model Code of Conduct during elections.

The challenges in terms of logistics in
implementing the ONOE are monumental. India’s
large electorate base, of over 900 million voters,
demands enormous resources to conduct
elections. If the Lok Sabha, State and local body
elections are aligned, the burden would increase
manifold and eventually affect the ECI, security
forces, and administrative machinery. The risk of
voter fatigue and confusion cannot be ruled out.

Address the issues first

There needs to be reflection before the ONOE can
be espoused for fiscal and administrative
efficiencies. There is a need to revisit some of the
systemic challenges that plague State
governments. There needs to be course
correction to ensure that the ONOE does not
become a device for the centralisation of powers
without addressing issues such as the misuse of
Article 356, a strengthening of anti-defection
laws, and the issue of the stability of State
governments. The federal character of the
Constitution is not an arrangement in procedure
but a recognition of the diversity and the plurality
that constitute the country. Forcing States to fall
in line with a unified electoral cycle unduly
erodes the autonomy of States and dilutes the
democratic essence of governance.

A hurried imposition of the ONOE, without
sets of systemic reforms that are necessary to
stem the erosion of federalism, would indeed be a
frontal attack on the Constitution’s basic
structure. If this does not happen, then the ONOE
can even be a blot instead of being deliverance
for Indian democracy.

The fact that a malfunctioning fax machine sat
at the heart of a cynical operation aimed at
dispensing with the elected government of
Jammu and Kashmir, illuminates the frailty as
well as opacity regarding certain institutional
processes in India, all too sharply. A few such
instances make it clear that systemic reform is the
immediate need so that people become
accountable to the principles of the Constitution.

As long as these foundational areas remain
unsorted, the ONOE, rather than solving those
structural vulnerabilities, may end up making
them starker. True democratic governance
requires much more than a routine exercise of
simultaneous elections. It is an imperative
commitment to the letter and spirit of federalism
and to strengthening State governments as equal
partners in the federal polity of India.

The Looming Threat to Federalism and Democratic

Tenets

Fuarg AR Awaite Ryl W AT @a’n
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e The ruling government, led by the Bharatiya Janata Party/National Democratic
Alliance, has been pursuing the One Nation, One Election (ONOE) framework with all
seriousness.

HRAT STl GRS STelclifaeh IGateT T 3E[ETS dTell doidlel FIhR e AT,
deT SaFe (ONOE) & & &l iRl @ &) et &1 9T X @ &l

e This proposal seeks to synchronise the Lok Sabha and State Assembly elections
under one single electoral cycle.

Ig TET AhEeT AR T fAumerwen gt B vE g g% A FHiad e
T JATH HIAT g
e Advocates cite administrative and fiscal efficiencies, while opponents highlight the

impact on the democratic and federalist character of India as laid out in the
Constitution.

Tl 38 yerafasw R Rl Ferear gard €, siefs e su aRa & wfaue #
fafea gy it AFARF FTTFET R JHT FT 396K HJ o

The Historical Context
fagiRe det

e Simultaneous elections were conducted in the early years after Independence by the
Election Commission of India (ECI).

TIATAT & SIG YRl aNt H HRA F oI AT (ECI) SaRT Teh Y oATd AT
ST 2|

e This cycle of cooperative federalism was disrupted with the introduction of Article 356
(President’s Rule), first imposed in Kerala in 1959.

TE PN HeaTe Ish Hefeda 356 (WSgUfal ATE) & o9] 8l & a1 g3m, 5
Ugell dR 1959 & &I H SIMMAT AT AT|

e Dr. B.R. Ambedkar termed Article 356 a “dead letter”, meant to be used sparingly.
ST, $feIT IHATHT A IHefode 356 HN "HA I Fel AT, [ 9gd FA I9;T F A
ST Afeu|

o However, it was invoked over 130 times after Independence, disrupting the balance of
Union-State relations.

Afehel TadaaT & 1% 130 @ Hf&F IR A o] v 913, oad Fg-Tsa gaut 1
HJoleT f9aT3 amaT|

Defection as a Threat

-9l Uh Gl & ®T A

o Defection has destabilized State governments with elected legislators changing sides.

T TEHRI A W A & T gt gu o g deed @ §
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The Anti-Defection Law, enacted through the 52nd Amendment Act of 1985, was
aimed at preventing this democratic erosion.

g Sllehdiae &R &l Udhel & [T 1985 & 528 waus IRTadH & AreyH 4 a-
Teo faRet Frepa o9y R I

However, loopholes such as delays by Speakers in deciding disqualification petitions
and provisions for group defections have made the law ineffective.

greiifeh, T GART AT ATFAFISHT R S 3R g gol-aga yraee st @ifaat
& U TG lelel AT g1 1T §

ONOE and Constitutional Amendments

ONOE 3iix "aenfas e

The ONOE framework proposes amendments to Articles 83 and 172, which guarantee
a five-year term for Parliament and State Assemblies.

ONOE &I 37eJe8¢ 83 3 172 7 WelueT &7 J&dId & §, 5t gwg 3R a7
fremeraanst & fov g @rer F1 FRE gARTT a2l

Under ONOE, State governments would face curtailed or extended terms to align
with the national election cycle.

ONOE & T8d Tsd IHRI &l TSI TATT Teh o A1 MWW el & v Friwrer 7
Feldt a1 RFar 1 qHe FIAT 29T

This reduction in State autonomy is a direct attack on the federal structure of the
Constitution.

IE TsT FaAdT A &), Gy fr iy a3=ar | dier gaar gl

Federal structure under siege

The federal system of India enables States to function as relatively independent units
in solving local issues.

AR Y T JUITelt T AT FANT He@l Fl gel H & [T 39efhd Foaad
SHSA F T FH FH F A IgA I B

Holding State elections along with national elections would blur the ability of voters to
evaluate the performance of the State government.

TS FoATal 1 AT GeATdl & {IY AT HAASTA3N Y TeT AN & TGl i
Hodiehel el H HideATs YaT M|
If the ONOE (One Nation One Election) is held and a midterm ONOE happens, State

governments elected for ‘abbreviated’ tenures would breach the democratic principle
of “one person, one vote, one value”.

379 ONOE (Ueh ¥ Ueh YoATd) TSI BT & 3N HEFshiellel ONOE gielm g, o T3
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TFR ST HIEeT & & T T el §, ve safad, T ale, Uh qod &
AFaifaF ReUa w1 et Hian|
e In case a State government falls midterm, say after three years, the ONOE would lead

to elections for a new government that would serve only the remaining time, roughly two
years.

Ifg T T WHPR ALTHT H PR § 30 6 e g a1e, O ONOE Tsh 78 TR
& T FATa FATM, S haol AV AT o [T, TR &Y FIel, SR |

e This cuts down the tenure of a government, reducing the democratic principle of
complete representation.

qg WHR & FHe H "erdr ¢, foad qul sfafaftes & derdifes fAguia & A
37T B

e The mid-1990s saw elections in 1996, 1998, and 1999.
1990 & geIF & AET H 1996, 1998, 3 1999 # I ET|

e |f ONOE had been in place, there would have been another election in 2001, leading to
four elections in five years.

If& ONOE @] gYd, &t 2001 & Teh 3R AT g, forad uier ast 7 ¥R goma gid|

e The frequency of elections results in increased costs — financial, administrative, and
in terms of human capital.

gefrat 1 3y & anfiie, werafas, 3R AT GaE F deit 7 aerd F gefer @
gl

e Each government needs a realistic time period to analyze the existing socio-political-
economic state of affairs, frame adaptive policies, and do course corrections.

B0 WPR &I TAATT HHTTAD-ISTelliceh-3TIeh FTellcl &1 fIReIYUT &, 3fefepel aAlferar
Tl 3R A GURSA & AU T Furdarel @y 3afer #ir 3aegshr

e Areduction in the tenure of a government could disrupt governance, leading to
negative consequences that outweigh the policy paralysis caused by the Model Code of
Conduct.

PR & PG H FA 0T F e der T goar g, F89d JdhRIcAs IRome
3cdoel Bid & Sif AISH IS 3HH HSFC GINT 3cToed Al IRy & 30+ g 2

e The challenges of implementing ONOE in India are monumental due to its large
electorate base of over 900 million voters.

HRA H ONOE o] %l T Ieilfcral faerrer &, 38 900 fAfaaer & rfds Aaeransit
& §3 Tl YR & FROT|

e Aligning Lok Sabha, State, and local body elections would increase the burden on
ECI, security forces, and administrative machinery.

Y woT, T 3R Tl e gamat B WIWF & d ECH, gaT Jof AR
TeMETAs AN X g S¢aT|

e The risk of voter fatigue and confusion cannot be ruled out.
AdETT ¥&T 3R HH FT NTEH FADRT g T ThT|
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Address the issues first
AHE3T &) 9gor 0T

e There needs to be reflection before ONOE is implemented to address systemic
challenges that plague State governments.

ONOE ol %l & Tgol AT THRI A ST Jumellord Iatfaal i Ffad el &
T TR e T 39 —hdr

e The ONOE should not be a device for the centralisation of powers without addressing
issues like the misuse of Article 356, anti-defection laws, and stability of State
governments.

ONOE & &g afFd & FeYHIT T 3YHIUT 81 glell AT, Ife URT 356, Eelacel
faefr Frefer, 3R ToT WHRE A YA S Feet i dafed g fhar |

o The federal character of the Constitution is not just a procedural arrangement but a
recognition of the diversity and plurality in India.

TAYTA T WHIT TaT Hdel Teh YfehdT Taell cuaear AT §, dfesd R & Rfaear
3R agarar i &gl B

e Forcing States to follow a unified electoral cycle undermines State autonomy and
dilutes the democratic essence of governance.

Ul Y ThIhd YATdT Tsh HT Ulelel el & [T HIX FAT Ted TR Y
HHGAR AT § AR AT & Shclifaeh R & AR AT g

¢ Imposing ONOE hastily, without addressing systemic reforms, would attack the basic
structure of the Constitution.

ONOE &I STegaTell # dR T, 9l Jullellatd URT 1 Falttd fohu, Giaem & 7o
HIGAT W HAT HAM|

o If the systemic issues are not addressed, ONOE could worsen existing vulnerabilities,
rather than solving them.

IfE GOl FAEATHT &l Fftd 77 fomar Srar 8, af ONOE Hiser ARl &t
&l LA & TN 3¢ 96T FhdT gl
e True democratic governance requires more than just simultaneous elections — it is an

imperative commitment to federalism and strengthening State governments as equal
partners in the federal polity of India.

oA Al ATH shdol FHAA Tl F Hh 3MaeTh § — Ig Hodle AR T
THRT ! FART AFNGRT & §F 7 AT F H1 U Jfaard gfdagear g
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Water woes

India needs to deal with rising levels
of nitrate in groundwater

n annual assessment by the Central
A Ground Water Board (CGWB) on the state

of groundwater, and its quality, has some
worrying portents. First, the number of districts
with excessive nitrate in their groundwater has ri-
sen from 359 in 2017 to 440 in 2023. This tran-
slates to a little more than half of India’s 779 dis-
tricts having excessive nitrate, or more than 45
mg/L (milligram per litre). There are two major
concerns with excess nitrate content: first, meth-
emoglobinemia, or a reduced ability of red blood
cells to carry oxygen. This sometimes causes
‘Blue Baby Syndrome,’ in infants. The bigger pro-
blem is environmental: once nitrates in ground-
water rise to the surface and become part of lakes
and ponds, algal blooms throttle the health of ag-
uatic ecosystems. What the CGWB found, from
analysing 15,239 groundwater samples across the
country, was that close to 19.8% samples had ni-
trates — nitrogen compounds — above safe limits.
However, this proportion has not shifted much
since 2017, when 21.6% had excessive nitrate
(13,028 samples).

Rajasthan, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu report-
ed the largest extent of nitrate contamination,
with 49%, 48% and 37% of the samples reporting
numbers beyond the limit. Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh and Gujarat have a perennial nitrate pro-
blem, primarily from geological factors, with re-
lative levels fairly constant since 2017, the report
says. However regions in central and southern In-
dia are reporting a rise, which is a reason for wor-
ry. Through the years, several studies have esta-
blished the correlation between elevated nitrate
levels and the practice of intensive agriculture.
Other significant chemical contaminants affect-
ing groundwater quality were fluoride and urani-
um. Fluoride concentrations exceeding the per-
missible limit were “a major concern” in
Rajasthan, Haryana, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana. The report drew attention to the
fact that States with over-exploited groundwater
blocks — where extraction is more than replen-
ishment — were more likely to have excessive
chemical contaminants. Overall, the country’s
degree of groundwater extraction is 60.4%, or
roughly the same as it has been since 2009.
About 73% of the blocks analysed for groundwa-
ter levels are in the ‘safe’ zone, meaning that they
are replenished enough to compensate for the
water drawn out. While it is a good sign that India
now has a robust, scientific system of assessment
to monitor the health of groundwater blocks an-
nually, efforts are lacking in getting States to act
on these findings. There needs to be more con-
certed awareness programmes led by the highest
levels of leadership to contain the crisis.
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Water woes
T Fhe

India needs to deal with rising levels of nitrate in
groundwater.

HRT F) oIl A e Asee FaU @ fAuean
ITaRIF gl

o An annual assessment by the Central Ground Water Board
(CGWB) on the state of groundwater and its quality has some
worrying portents.

FAT ST JEOT S (CGWB) aRT 8T it Rufa 3 3wehr
UTEAT R a1 Hedihed & Fo et dha e §

e The number of districts with excessive nitrate in their groundwater
has risen from 359 in 2017 to 440 in 2023.

T H AT sArs¢e drel fofell & §&AT 2017 # 359 § Fga
2023 & 440 8 IS gl

e This translates to a little more than half of India’s 779 districts
having excessive nitrate, or more than 45 mg/L (milligram per litre).

TEHRT & 779 el & & 3T § oUier 31 et & rcafas
Asee &, A1 45 A/ @ i)

e Two major concerns with excess nitrate content:

o Methemoglobinemia, or a reduced ability of red blood cells to
carry oxygen, causing ‘Blue Baby Syndrome’ in infants.

o The bigger environmental problem: once nitrates rise to the
surface, they contribute to algal blooms, harming aquatic
ecosystems.

Jcaftieh Agee A @ o AET FHEN:

o FRgATRARAET, a1 arer I FRFERT Hr 3FAET o I

T &THAT 7 e, S R F s Ft AT 1 HROT FAA B

o T8 JITERUlIT TAEAT: S & AS¢e Iadg W A &, I Aarer 1
fa¥dle scueat o §, S STor aTRTEAfaehr dF & SJehare '~I§t4ldl
gl

e The CGWB analyzed 15,239 groundwater samples across the
country, and 19.8% samples had nitrates above safe limits.

CGWB & SRI#T # 15,239 $[aTel @Al &1 fa2aivor faham, 31 19.8%
AN A Agee Whard AT F IR A

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

e This proportion has not shifted much since 2017, when 21.6% had excessive nitrate
(13,028 samples).

I 37U 2017 & STe SATET gl Scell §, 5id 21.6% H 3caits =see & (13,028
7 |

N

e Rajasthan, Karnataka, and Tamil Nadu reported the largest extent of nitrate
contamination.

TSTEYTA, Fettea, R afAe=g 7 ASee HGWOT T FSH T8 AT 7|
e Rajasthan: 49% of the samples had nitrates beyond the limit.
TSTEAT: 49% AT H rsee dAT ¥ 31w o)
o Karnataka: 48% of the samples had nitrates beyond the limit.
FATCHT: 48% eI H slsee AT & e I
e Tamil Nadu: 37% of the samples had nitrates beyond the limit.
affreaTg: 37% et 7 asee dar @ fEw A
e Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, and Gujarat have a perennial nitrate problem due to
geological factors.

TSTEYTA, {ET Fo¥T, 3R IR A sdanfaad FROM & FHROT TR A5 N FAE
gl

e Regions in central and southern India are reporting a rise in nitrate contamination,
which is a cause for concern.

HA AN STOT AR & &7 H ASLT HQWOT A gefr ROE & W &, S &ew a7
FRT gl

e Several studies have established the correlation between elevated nitrate levels and
intensive agriculture practices.

S AT o g FI AT 3N ASee TR A Jefr & dra Hawr i fwmar gl

o Other significant chemical contaminants affecting groundwater quality were fluoride and
uranium.

$oTel IUTAT Y FHAA A dTel 3w HgeaqUl THRITS Jo¥eh & FARTEs 3R
Pupey

o Fluoride concentrations exceeding the permissible limit were a major concern in
Rajasthan, Haryana, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, and Telangana.

FARTSS T Aigdl S A WaAT § 31t o, Toreurer, gRATom, Fareat, e e,
3R Qe A HEg Rar & v o

e The report noted that States with over-exploited groundwater blocks are more likely
to have excessive chemical contaminants.

e & gg Ac 7 731 F I T IAV™F 39AT FT T FTATFT slih arol g,
39 TS FgWen @ 3Tt HeTae gl 5

o 60.4% of the country’s groundwater is being extracted, roughly the same as it has been
since 2009.
&R & HSToT T 60.4% AT ST T@T &, ST 2009 & o9re7eT 34T & &
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o About 73% of the blocks analyzed for groundwater levels are in the ‘safe’ zone.
Tl ERT & T TARelwUT U 7T scilehl & & ST 73% AT &7 A §

e There is a robust, scientific system of assessment to monitor the health of groundwater

blocks annually.

HSTT sellehl I FARLY TIRTEAT & foIU Ueh HoIq, delfoleh Hediehel YOTOT g
o Efforts are lacking in getting States to act on these findings.
3o7 fosehsf OT TS oY SIIATET ey & JATET ST T B

e There is a need for more concerted awareness programs led by the highest levels of

leadership to contain the crisis.

Tehe @l TART e & AT 3Tadd TR & Aded GaRT S FIATST ATRRehell
FHFA B HGTRIHAT &

India, cross-border insolvency and legal reform

[GS Paper Il: IR |

he growth in international trade has
T amplified cross-border insolvency

challenges, highlighting the need for
effective regulation. A reliable and predictable
insolvency framework is essential for economic
stability, attracting foreign investments, and
facilitating corporate restructuring.

Under the British Raj, India faced significant
challenges in managing financial failures and
cross-border commerce. To address domestic
insolvencies, the Indian Insolvency Act of 1848
was introduced as the first insolvency law. This
was later replaced by the Presidency-Towns
Insolvency Act 1909, which applied to Calcutta,
Bombay, and Madras, and the Provincial
Insolvency Act, 1920, which governed
insolvencies in mofussil regions. While these laws
provided a framework for handling domestic
insolvencies, they failed to address the
complexities of cross-border insolvencies, leaving
a critical gap in the legal system.

An evolution

After Independence, these laws remained
unchanged, despite the Third Law Commission’s
26th Report (1964) recommending
modernisation. It was only in the 1990s, driven by
economic liberalisation and the pressures of
globalisation, that the need for a comprehensive
insolvency law, with provisions for cross-border
cases, became a focus of national discussions.
Committees such as the Eradi Committee (2000),
Mitra Committee (2001), and Irani Committee
(2005) recommended adopting the United
Nations Commission On International Trade Law
(UNCITRAL) Model Law on Cross-Border
Insolvency, 1997. In 2015, the Bankruptcy Law
Reform Committee, drafted the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code (IBC) Bill, focusing on domestic
insolvencies.

Following concerns from the Joint
Parliamentary Committee about the absence of
cross-border insolvency provisions, clauses 233A
and 233B were added, later codified as Sections
234 and 235 of the IBC. Section 234 allows the
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The dismal state
of cross-border
insolvency law
and regulation,
with
unenforceable
governing
sections and
slow progress
on amendments,
needs to be
reversed

Indian government to enforce IBC provisions in
foreign countries through reciprocal agreements,
while Section 235 outlines the procedure for
seeking assistance from foreign courts through a
letter of request.

Cross-border insolvency challenges in India
The State Bank of India vs Jet Airways (India)
Limited (2019, SCC OnLine NCLT 7875), brought
Sections 234 and 235 of the IBC under scrutiny.
The National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT)
identified two critical issues — first, the absence
of a reciprocal arrangement between India and
the Netherlands for cross-border insolvency
resolution, and, second, the non-notification of
these sections by the central government, making
them legally unenforceable. The case highlighted
the inactive status of these provisions, effectively
labelling them as “dead letters” — provisions that
exist in theory but cannot be applied in practice.

To address this regulatory gap, the Ministry of
Corporate Affairs constituted two expert
committees: the Insolvency Law Committee
(2018) and the Cross-Border Insolvency
Rules/Regulation Committee (2020). Both
committees identified the shortcomings in the
current framework and recommended adopting
the UNCITRAL Model Law on Cross-Border
Insolvency. These recommendations were later
endorsed by the Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Finance in its Thirty-Second
Report, “Implementation of IBC - Pitfalls and
Solutions” (2021), and reiterated in its
Sixty-Seventh Report”, (2024).

In both reports, the Standing Committee
stressed the urgent need for a cross-border
insolvency framework to strengthen the IBC,
2016. However, the dismal state of cross-border
insolvency regulation in India persists, with
unenforceable governing sections and extremely
slow progress on necessary amendments.

In Jet Airways (India) Limited vs State Bank of
India (2019 (SCC OnLine NCLAT 1216), the
National Company Law Appellate Tribunal
(NCLAT) considered a “cross-border insolvency

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website :

protocol”, an internationally recognised
approach now used as an ad hoc solution for
regulating cross-border insolvencies.

The need for reform

First, while protocols have been effective in
addressing individual cases, they remain an ad
hoc/temporary solution. The need for court
approvals increases judicial burden, transaction
costs, and delays resolutions, reducing the
debtor’s asset value. Experts underline the
importance of adopting a structured framework.
Therefore, it is recommended that India adopt
the UNCITRAL Model Law.

Second, reforming the outdated
communication methods between Indian and
foreign courts is crucial, especially for
cross-border insolvency cases. The adoption of
the Judicial Insolvency Network (JIN) Guidelines
(2016) and its Modalities of Court-to-Court
Communication (2018) would modernise judicial
coordination, enhance transparency, and
improve efficiency in handling cross-border
insolvency matters.

Third, Section 60(5) of the IBC, with its
non-obstante clause, restricts civil courts from
exercising jurisdiction over insolvency matters,
including cross-border cases, leaving the NCLT as
the sole adjudicating authority. However, the
NCLT lacks the power to recognise or enforce
foreign judgments or proceedings, which
significantly limits its effectiveness in managing
cross-border insolvency matters. This limitation is
further exacerbated by the failure to implement
Rule 11 of the NCLAT Rules, 2016, for IBC matters,
preventing the NCLT from exercising inherent
jurisdiction or comity to address cross-border
insolvency issues. To resolve these challenges and
ensure effective management of cross-border
insolvency cases, it is imperative to expand the
powers of the NCLT.

Implementing these key recommendations will
pave the way for India to develop a strong and
sustainable framework for managing cross-border
insolvencies.

3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
info@patrioticias.in

patrioticias.in



Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

India, Cross-Border Insolvency and Legal Reform

R, €A1 U feErer 3R FE gur

The growth in international trade has amplified cross-border
insolvency challenges, highlighting the need for effective regulation.

FAWSET AR A Jefer F diar R Rarem gaeamsit & aer = g,
foad werdy fAgsY it smaegwar F 3IER FAT B

o Areliable and predictable insolvency framework is essential for economic stability,
attracting foreign investments, and facilitating corporate restructuring.

T faeaweia 3R qaregAad farer arar 3nfde fFuwar, el &aer smei¥a w
3R FraRe goetea # @Es g

e Under the British Raj, India faced significant challenges in managing financial failures
and cross-border commerce.

fafeer wor & g HRA @ oy fawerdnsit AR @@ o) aifvsy geter & Ageayqol

AT T FIHAT LA IST|
e The Indian Insolvency Act of 1848 was introduced as the first insolvency law.

1848 FT AR fearear rfafagsr st ggon fearen weT & &9 & qer fohar arr

e This was later replaced by the Presidency-Towns Insolvency Act 1909, which applied
to Calcutta, Bombay, and Madras, and the Provincial Insolvency Act, 1920, which
governed insolvencies in mofussil regions.

38 a6 3¢ 1909 1 WRSH-eEa Rarar affagw 3 seo G2, S wiewrar, 78,
3R A WX oy 4, 3R 1920 FT i Rarer sftfaws, S #wf@e &t & et
Fr AT AT Al

e These laws provided a framework for handling domestic insolvencies, but failed to
address the complexities of cross-border insolvencies, leaving a critical gap in the
legal system.

el @lefeil of Eel TeaTell Sl AT & foIv Ueh e arel foha, olfehet AT IR
fearel dr JfeTar3il @I g aXet F 31 @, T Flefell Tuell H Teh Ageaqor
3] g I

o After Independence, these laws remained unchanged, despite the Third Law
Commission’s 26th Report (1964) recommending modernization.

FIAAAT & T1G, 3T Flseil A Pl TGelld g1 AT, Tt radr fAfer smaher v 264t
Rale (1964) A mefarehrentor shr fAcrier T o)

e It was only in the 1990s, driven by economic liberalization and the pressures of
globalization, that the need for a comprehensive insolvency law, with provisions for
cross-border cases, became a focus of national discussions.

1990 & e H, 3w ST 31 dedlHIor & caral & HRUT, U FHIT feararm
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hlelel T MaeTehclr, [ HH HAT IR A & foIv GraersT g1, T <=i3it 1 &g §ef
TS|

Committees such as the Eradi Committee (2000), Mitra Committee (2001), and Irani
Committee (2005) recommended adopting the United Nations Commission On
International Trade Law (UNCITRAL) Model Law on Cross-Border Insolvency,
1997.

st |fafar (2000), B wfAfa (2001), 3R s @fAfa (2005) = wgFa wsg smakr
GaRT HRISE SR Flefal W WAT IR Faarer Fleget, 1997 ol 3Tl v RAorier
$r |

In 2015, the Bankruptcy Law Reform Committee drafted the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code (IBC) Bill, focusing on domestic insolvencies.

2015 #, farem weE guR GfAfa & Rarer 3k Rarfeeree d@itar (18C) R &
FEler AR fohar, St ave] fearal W Siea

Following concerns from the Joint Parliamentary Committee about the absence of
cross-border insolvency provisions, clauses 233A and 233B were added, later
codified as Sections 234 and 235 of the IBC.

TIFT FHAT VAT IR €T IR R wraemet i seaiafa ) &ar & ae, aw
233A 3R 233B A 71, et 916 # IBC it &mr 234 3R 235 F ®9 # digdeey
foram I

Section 234 allows the Indian government to enforce IBC provisions in foreign
countries through reciprocal agreements, while Section 235 outlines the procedure for
seeking assistance from foreign courts through a letter of request.

HRT 234 R TIHR HI [BC yraemsti 1 el g # arREales wasital & Aregq @
] e T IFATT Sl &, STeifeh &RT 235 fagel Jrererdl ¥ HgrIar 9o el & fow
Y A & ATCTH ¥ GRRAT F TS FIA B

Cross-border insolvency challenges in India

R # HHAT-IR fearer gx@Eaw

The State Bank of India vs Jet Airways (India) Limited (2019, SCC OnLine NCLT
7875) brought Sections 234 and 235 of the IBC under scrutiny.

HRAT Te dF I ¢ TIE (ARA) fafdes (2019, SCC OnLine NCLT 7875) &

IBC &I &IRT 234 31X 235 &I S |
The National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) identified two critical issues:
AT FIeAl A fesgaver (NCLT) & & HecaqoT Heal Sl Tgelel hr:
o First, the absence of areciprocal arrangement between India and the
Netherlands for cross-border insolvency resolution.

9gl, R AR iedols & o MAT-IGR Rarem qame & fov yfaeumdsreas
AT FT HHG|
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o Second, the non-notification of these sections by the central government,
making them legally unenforceable.

gET, % PR @RI §oT URIAT HT ATAHIATIOT o HAT, TqH T Fhefelt w9
¥ oy @ g Ot
e The case highlighted the inactive status of these provisions, effectively labelling them
as "dead letters" — provisions that exist in theory but cannot be applied in practice.

SH HAHAC o 3o e 1 Afswa Fufa ar 3amr fear, 3R sog "qa 99 &9 &
R fohar — wraurs St Reuia & § dfthed camagiRey &9 & o] A6t &1 Hehel |
e To address this regulatory gap, the Ministry of Corporate Affairs constituted two
expert committees:
g TS JRTT FT A & TIT, HURE ATH FT AT o o AT FfATAIT
COIER
o TheInsolvency Law Committee (2018).
Wl df FAE (2018)]
o The Cross-Border Insolvency Rules/Regulation Committee (2020).
AR Rarer Aas/fafagsas afafa (2020)1

o Both committees identified the shortcomings in the current framework and
recommended adopting the UNCITRAL Model Law on Cross-Border Insolvency.

At AT & IIAE @ H HAAT 1 ggEe 3R HA-OR Rarer w©
UNCITRAL HATSE &t 39Tt 1 fAwrier &

e These recommendations were later endorsed by the Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Finance in its Thirty-Second Report, "Implementation of IBC —
Pitfalls and Solutions" (2021), and reiterated in its Sixty-Seventh Report (2024).
3 FAwel & ag # g W gud vurlt afafa garr 39 324 Raé IBC &1
FGIT - FAEAN AR FATET (2021) § gAdT Fer, 3R 59 e S 67dF RarE

(2024) F GEIrAT AT
e In both reports, the Standing Committee stressed the urgent need for a cross-border
insolvency framework to strengthen the IBC, 2016.

arat fRatef #, Tl afAfa 7 1BC, 2016 F AT F F fov HAT-GR farar g dr
FTITAHTelleT TIRIFAT W SR e

o However, the dismal state of cross-border insolvency regulation in India persists, with
unenforceable governing sections and extremely slow progress on necessary
amendments.

BTell{eh, $TRd # WAT-IR fearerm fovgst 1 forensie Fufa o= g5 &, 5w aep o
giel arell emEe YRV 3R 37aeas e W 3Acdd Hdlr werfa gl

e InJet Airways (India) Limited vs State Bank of India (2019 (SCC OnLine NCLAT
1216)), the National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) considered a "cross-

border insolvency protocol”, an internationally recognised approach now used as an
ad hoc solution for regulating cross-border insolvencies.

ST TIa (9Rd) faf@es aaw siIvdlw ®e 8% (2019 (SCC OnLine NCLAT 1216))
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H, AU FeAl A Tele fegeter (NCLAT) o "HIAT-9R e Sreisfer &l AT, St
T HAWSET & § ARG 9ied a0 & 8 319 AAT-aR Garat & oA &
T el gATTe & 9 F 39Ar FHAT S B

The need for reform
FUR F ATGHAT

First, while protocols have been effective in addressing individual cases, they remain
an ad hoc/temporary solution.

UgolT, STefeh WIeThie oY ITFAIT HTHAT &l T adel & YHTET HH fmam §, 3 3regrt
HHATHTT g1 & &l

The need for court approvals increases judicial burden, transaction costs, and delays
resolutions, reducing the debtor’s asset value.

JeTere FY A T ITARIFAT IS NS, AA-&eT AT JeIr & 3R FATET F g8
e &, o SeigR 1 §uly Hed Tl &

Experts underline the importance of adopting a structured framework.
AT o T WG S FT U FHT IMELIhAT W T |
Therefore, it is recommended that India adopt the UNCITRAL Model Law.
safae, FAwier i STl § 6 $Ra UNCITRAL AISE FTefe 1 39T |

Second, reforming the outdated communication methods between Indian and
foreign courts is crucial, especially for cross-border insolvency cases.

g, AR 3R Rdelt srgreat & v et FER Rt & gur e §

faRIveRt HAT-uR fearer A & fow|

The adoption of the Judicial Insolvency Network (JIN) Guidelines (2016) and its
Modalities of Court-to-Court Communication (2018) would modernise judicial
coordination, enhance transparency, and improve efficiency in handling cross-border
insolvency matters.

If3RTer $ulead Acad (JIN) TMIFAEH (2016) 3R THS FE-T-HIE IR & adF
(2018) I U & #ATAh HH=aT 3MYfAeh G, IRGRIT 963l 3R FAT-IR fearem
HIHT &l THTeTT H gaTaefiierar a¢ait|

Third, Section 60(5) of the IBC, with its non-obstante clause, restricts civil courts
from exercising jurisdiction over insolvency matters, including cross-border cases,
leaving the NCLT as the sole adjudicating authority.

JIERT, IBC Y &IRT 60(5), 3191 non-obstante Feliel & AT, ATTRSE 3Terdl o1 fearerm
AT | RR &1F exercising & Ahdl g, FTH AT-IR AT Fr A fhar
T 8, 3R NCLT o vahATT Aoty at arelt wiffreor s=irel &1

However, the NCLT lacks the power to recognise or enforce foreign judgments or
proceedings, which significantly limits its effectiveness in managing cross-border
insolvency matters.
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grefiteh, NCLT # faaeft faoiat an wRIard! & ggeretet a1 o] et & aTdaT &7 39
g, Y DAT-IR Tarel A F Gl & 3 TTaLieldT 1 Fgcaqul &7 & DA

FLT &

o This limitation is further exacerbated by the failure to implement Rule 11 of the NCLAT
Rules, 2016, for IBC matters, preventing the NCLT from exercising inherent
jurisdiction or comity to address cross-border insolvency issues.

58 AT AT 3R For feAT IRT § NCLAT s, 2016 & faasr 11 &l o] &= 4,
ST IBC AT & faT &, f5ad NCLT &t d-ur farem TaHEam3t &7 gl el & fov
Tarenfas FRASR 8T I1 AT FT 37TH FA F AhdT g

o To resolve these challenges and ensure effective management of cross-border
insolvency cases, it is imperative to expand the powers of the NCLT.

5T AT T FATU F IR AA-IR faren Al & Frd Jae 1 glarad
Fel o fT NCLT & 3fisRY 1 fawar & Afqae g1

+ Implementing these key recommendations will pave the way for India to develop a
strong and sustainable framework for managing cross-border insolvencies.

5T 9 AR T o] e § R H HAA-IR Garal & JaeT & v Jseqd
3R wad e [AhfAd e &1 I &l
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In Madurai, mining for
tungsten and trouble

There have been sustained protests in Madurai district of Tamil Nadu ever since the Union government

announced in November 2024 that it had granted tungsten mining rights in eight blocks to Hindustan Zinc, a

subsidiary of Vedanta. The residents of the region, particularly Melur taluk, which has the Arittapatti biodiversity
heritage site, worry about their land, lives, and livelihoods, reports C. Palanivel Rajan

IGS Paper |: Natural
Resources
€ hot afternoon of December 29,
more than 300 women at Kesampatti
village in Melur taluk in Madurai dis-
trict, stand in a circle. Most of them
are daily wage labourers or farm workers and are
of different ages. Clad in colourful sarees, the wo-
men clap their hands, sing, and dance in a syn-
chronised fashion. This is kummi, a folk dance
that is performed in parts of Tamil Nadu.

However, this is not a festival or religious
event, when kummi is generally performed; itis a
protest site at the entrance of the village.
Through performance, the women are agitating
against the Union government’s proposed extrac-
tion of tungsten, a rare element found in this re-
gion, which is critical for automobile and defence
industries and green energy technologies. “Enga
mala sami kavalkarana irunthu makkalayum ni-
lathayum kappan (Our hill god being a protector
will protect both our people and land),” goes
their kummi song.

A. Kalpana, who has never participated in a
protest, says, “Our art, religion, food, culture,
and tradition are interlinked with this landscape.
Without our land, we will become nothing.”

The kummi protest is part of the weekly agita-
tions that have been organised by activists and
the residents of panchayats in Melur taluk since
November 7, 2024. The Ministry of Mines an-
nounced that it had granted tungsten mining
rights in eight blocks, spanning 5,000 acres,
through an auction, to Hindustan Zinc Limited, a
subsidiary of Vedanta Limited, a listed company.
The Melur region, proposed for mining, includes
the villages of Arittapatti and Nayakkarpatti,
which are rich in scheelite, a key source of tung-
sten, and are also home to several heritage sites.

On November 23, more than 20 panchayats of
four panchayat unions in Madurai passed resolu-
tions against the project. A few days later, Chief
Minister M.K. Stalin urged the Modi government
to cancel the award of rungsten mining rights in
Madurai district and said that he would not allow
it as the people were opposed to it. The Ministry,
in turn, issued a statement saying “inputs were
taken from the Government of Tamil Nadu be-
fore the block was put up for auction.”

C. Jeeva, a resident of Kesampatti and an or-
ganiser of the protest, says, “Though we have or-
ganised similar protests and rallies against gra-
nite quarrying in the Melur region in the past, we
know that the struggle this time is against the Un-
ion Ministry and one of the biggest conglomer-
ates in the world. It is going to be a tiring and pro-
longed battle, but we will persist.”

Anger in Arittapatti

K. Selvaraj, 44, an environmental activist based
in Kambur village near Melur taluk, is critical of
the Ministry’s decision of naming the project af-
ter a hamlet of about 20 houses.

“By naming it after Nayakkarpatti, they made
sure that it did not get immediate attention from
the public. If it had been named Melur or Madu-
rai tungsten block, the opposition to this would
have been instant and more intense,” he says.

Selvaraj has been part of protests earlier. Last
year, hundreds of residents from over 15 villages
in Melur taluk staged a sit-in nrofest ar Sekkinatti

ee

Our art,
religion,
food.
culture, and
tradition are
interlinked
with this
landscape.
Without our
land, we will
become
nothing.

A.KALPANA
Protester

¥

village condemning the district administration
for inviting tenders for the operation of granite
quarries in the taluk. This time, he was among
the first few to oppose the project through peti-
tions and Gram Sabha resolutions. “I went
around telling people about the problems that
the project will cause, and organised meetings to
discuss protests and legal remedies,” he says.

Selvaraj says no panchayat president opposed
the resolutions. “Since, this is a government pro-
ject, some of the presidents were hesitant to re-
cord our resolutions, but eventually they
agreed,” he says.

The protests and resolutions, Selvaraj says,
were necessary, since Nayakkarpatti block com-
prises 11 villages, including Arittapatti, a biodiver-
sity heritage site.

A. Durka Devi, 26, the only postgraduate de-
gree holder from Nayakkarpatti, says the seven
rocky granite hills that include areas of the Koo-
lampatt, Arittapatti, Nayakkarpatti, and Mee-
nakshipuram villages have historical signifi-
cance. “These hills contain evidence dating back
to the 16th century Pandya kingdom. They also
feature several megalithic structures, rock-cut
temples, Tamil Brahmi inscriptions, and Jain
beds. If not for these historical records, this place
would have been turned into stone, dust, and
sand long ago,” she says.

Noting the importance of the Melur region, a
group of archaeologists, including C. Santhalin-
gam, released a statement supporting the peo-
ple’s protest against the mining project. In it,
they wrote that two Brahmi stone inscriptions
dating back 2,300 years could be found in the
Kazhinja malai, one of the seven hills. They also
said that the Laguleesar sculpture in a 7th-8th
century rock cut temple in the area was rare and
should never be disturbed.

Devi says Aritapatti was notified as
du’s first biodiversity heritage site in
site covers the Arittapatti and Meenakshipuram
villages in Madurai district. “It houses around
250 species of birds, including three raptors —
the Laggar falcon, the Shaheen falcon, and Bo-
nelli’s eagle; 200 natural spring ponds; and three
check dams,” she says, the information at her fin-
gertips. The region is also home to wildlife, in-
cluding the Indian pangolin and slender loris.

The rocky hills stand tall and are surrounded

Marumalarchi Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam leader, Vaiko, staging a protest at
Melur taluk against the proposed project in Madurai. 6. MOORTHY

ee

The people know that the State government
had no say in projects like these. But our
hope is that the government will at least
stand by our side

K.SELVARAJ
Environmental activist

by green patches of farmland. The farms, which
are mostly fed by the Mullaperiyar dam, use the
ponds as their water source, say residents.

Given the massive opposition to the project,
especially in Arittapatti, on December 24 the go-
vernment asked the Geological Survey of India to
redefine the boundaries of the Nayakkarpatti
block by excluding the biodiversity heritage site
from it. It also asked the Tamil Nadu government
to keep the process of issuing the Letter of Intent
to the preferred bidder, Hindustan Zinc, on hold
for the time being.

But the resurvey order caused more fear. The
residents say they had thought the project was
coming to a halt altogether as the Tamil Nadu go-
vernment had passed a resolution in the State As-
sembly on December 9 saying it would not allow
the mining project.

Selvaraj sits on one of the hillocks near Arita-
patti along with villagers to discuss the next steps.
They decide that they will embark on a 25-kilo-
metre-long protest march from Narasingampatti
in Melur taluk to Tallakulam in Madurai city on
January 7.

Turning away from the villagers, Selvaraj says
the entire population of Melur taluk depends on
land for their livelihood, as their primary income
is through farming and livestock management.
But more importantly, the people consider the
hills sacred, he says.

“Humans who did some sort of sacrifice for
the village or to the people became gods. And
they now reside in these hills, so we celebrate
them and worship them,” says K. Revathi, 25, an
agricultural worker from Nayakkarpatti.

Devi says she does not understand the Union
government’s plan. “What is the point of saying
they will leave out Arittapatti alone when they
want to destroy the rest?” she asks.

The State government’s say

There is also suspicion about the State govern-
ment’s position and motives. 1. Selvam, 42, a
farmer in Arittapatti, says while the State govern-
ment had initially said it was against the mining
project, Ministers have been trying to prevent vil-
lagers from passing resolutions at Gram Sabha
meetings. “Knowing that the Gram Sabha deci-
sions will have an effect on the implementation of
the project, Commercial Taxes and Registration
Minister P. Moorthy (representing Madurai East)
influenced the villagers and told them not to pass
resolutions during meetings,” Selvam alleges.
“The people know that the State government had
no say in projects like these. But our hope is that
the government will at least stand by our side.”

In an order dated October 21, 2024, the Minis-
try of Mines had said that it had been empowered
to auction blocks for the grant of an exploration
license under Section 20A of the Mines and Min-
erals (Development and Regulation) Act, 1957.

Citing the amendment, R.S. Mugilan, an envi-
ronmental activist known for his agitation against
the Sterlite copper plant in Thoothukudi and the
Kudankulam nuclear power plant in Tirunelveli,
says the State government’s authority over re-
sources has always been limited in matters of na-
tional interest, such as nuclear power.

“This was evident yet again when Union Minis-
ter of State R. Sudha asked in the Lok Sabha
whether the Union government would ban oil
and gas exploration activities in the delta dis-
tricts, which have been declared as special agri-
cultural zones by the State government,” says Mu-
gilan. “The Union Minister of State, Kirti Vardhan
Singh, replied that certain areas were notified as
eco-sensitive zones or areas based on proposals
from States. hur said that rthere was no such nro-

Tungsten Mining in Madurai and Protests

Agt # &aved @ad AR A ggde

posal from the Tamil Nadu government.”

Mugilan says all political parties want to play
the blame game. The All India Anna Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam has opposed the project
through protests and rallies and has also held the
ruling Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam government
responsible for auctioning the mine. The BJP has
slammed the two Dravidian parties for “mislead-
ing” the people. Bharatiya Janata Party State Pre-
sident K. Annamalai, who finds himself in a tricky
spot, has said he has appealed to the Minister for
Mines, G. Kishan Reddy, to keep the project on
hold. Marumalarchi Dravida Munnetra Kazha-
gam leader Vaiko has accused the Centre of
awarding the tungsten mining contract to Hin-
dustan Zinc without consulting the State govern-
ment. “In the midst of this, political parties fail to
understand the toll that so-called developmental
projects take on the lives of the people,” he says.

He explains the potential effects of the tung-
sten project: “Studies in China show that com-
munities near tungsten mining sites have expe-
rienced elevated levels of tungsten in soil and
water, leading to increased health risks. What as-
surance do the people of Madurai have that their
health and lives will be fine?”

Mugilan cites the Bhopal gas tragedy as an in-
stance of government apathy. “It took 40 years
for the government to remove hundreds of
tonnes of toxic waste from Bhopal from the
chemical factory. This shows India’s backward-
ness in dealing with such tragedies,” he adds.

After submitting a petition to G. Kishan Reddy
during the last Parliament session, Madurai MP
Su. Venkatesan organised a protest along with fel-
low cadres of the Communist Party of India (Mar-
xist) in Melur to inform people about the impor-
tance of their role in opposing the project.

“Though the resolution passed by the Tamil
Nadu government in the Assembly may have pol-
itical value, it has no legal value owing to the
amendment passed in 2023 [to strengthen the ex-
traction and exploration of critical minerals],”
Venkatesan explains. As the Union government
has turned a deaf ear to the people’s demands,
the people must keep protesting, he says.

The need for critical minerals

M. Vetriselvan, an advocate and a member of
Poovulagin Nanbargal, an environmental organi-
sation based in Tamil Nadu, says, “Critical miner-
als, which were included in the Act in 2023, have
geopolitical value. Following the U.S. govern-
ment’s 2018 policy to secure critical minerals to
shift the country’s dependence from fossil fuels
to renewable energy, the international market for
critical minerals such as tungsten has been
opened. That is why the Indian government has
chalked out ways to secure critical minerals locat-
ed in various places in the country.”

Vetriselvan says if the State government truly
objects to the project, it will have to pass a law to
protect the natural resources of Melur taluk, si-
milar to what it did to safeguard the delta region.

Selvaraj remembers how the protesters con-
fronted representatives of the Geological Survey
of India when officials visited the areas to study
rocks. “It ended in an argument. We were un-
aware that the study was the first step towards
destroying our livelihoods,” he says.

He says in addition to the Nayakarparti rung-
sten block,another 35,000 hectares of land in
Kambalipatti, Rayarpatti, and Rajanampatti in
Melur taluk have been studied and are ready to
be auctioned. “Now, all they have to do is sanc-
tion the project,” he says.

Mookayi, a woman in her 70s, standing next to
Selvaraj, points to a hilltop and narrates the folk-
tale of a village informer, Vemban, who protected
the villagers from robbers and invaders. She says
he starved to death on the same hill after the rob-
bers pushed away the ladder that he would use to
climb to the hilltop. To honour his life, the hillock
was named Kazhinja malai.

Mookayi believes that Vemban still protects
the village from the hilltop. “He will prevent this
region from turning into dust,” she says.

nalanivel raian@thehindu cnin
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Sustained Protests in Madurai District

gt ot 3 e R e

There have been sustained protests in Madurai district of Tamil Nadu since November 2024,
following the announcement that the Union government granted tungsten mining rights in
eight blocks to Hindustan Zinc, a subsidiary of Vedanta.

TEaY 2024 O Affrererg & AgY oA & oemaR e yeder g @ 8, 519 e T o fiqwarT
fSie, ST AeTar Sl WIS YT §, T 37S Sollehl H EIEeeT Welel HTAHR QU STl I EIYUT

T

Concerns over Land, Lives, and Livelihoods
&, Shaer sk asifas #t dwt Rand

The residents of Melur taluk, especially near the Arittapatti biodiversity heritage site,
are concerned about their land, lives, and livelihoods.

AR AT & forardll, faAy &9 & 3rdiceuredY Sta fRfavar e Tua & a9, 39
A, Shaet 3R 3mehfasr & da Rfad

Protests Led by Women in Kesampatti Village

Fareafa g 7 Afgenat qErr Ry yeeke

On December 29, more than 300 women in Kesampatti village performed kummi, a
traditional Tamil folk dance, as part of a protest against the mining project.

29 RHaR &1 Fuwuf g 7300 @ o AfRaW FFA, v aRARS afFe &d o7,
el & & H H @ A

The women'’s song highlighted the protection of both people and land by their hill god.
AfGN3i & T H ggrEt qaar ganT w3 §fA Hr grem Fr 5w |

Cultural Connection to the Land

qfE ¥ wieEhaw way

A. Kalpana, a protestor, emphasized that art, religion, food, culture, and tradition are
interlinked with the land.

A. FeqeT, U Fedielsl, o SR am 1 e, e, siterer, epfar i o offd & 3
gU &l
Protests Organised Since November 2024

A9’ 2024 ¥ AT dgieT

The weekly protests have been organized by activists and residents since November
7, 2024, against the Union government’s decision to award mining rights to Hindustan
Zinc.

7 A9aX 2024 8, FfiFgwanstt 3R Fafaal ganr acafRs vegds smafea fee o §,
S g FAR & e foih o Tetel HRGR 31 & 0T & [@ers

Melur Region's Significance and Opposition

AR &1 FT Aged 3T A er

The Melur region, including Arittapatti and Nayakkarpatti villages, contains rich
deposits of scheelite, a key source of tungsten and also hosts heritage sites.
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Ao &1, fowe srficeured) 3R arETaredt o anfAer €, 7 whelie T dFey waret
g, Sl &7Fea T 9@ Wd § 3R Ig eRIeT TUai 7 o & g

o Chief Minister's Opposition to the Project
FEIAA FT RIS F @ems e

On November 23, more than 20 panchayats passed resolutions against the mining
project. Chief Minister M.K. Stalin requested the Union government to cancel the
mining rights.

23 G I, 20 ¥ AT Taga o Gotol IR & e geara aiRa ol
FEIAN MK, T & &g THR @ Gelol HAPR TG el T 3REr foha|

e Protests against Mining in Heritage Sites
tRIET Tl § ool & @ere [T yeoia

C. Jeeva, a protest leader, pointed out that the current struggle is against one of the
largest conglomerates in the world.

C. 3fa, Tk yede Adr, & &gl foh TdA T GiAAT & Had 93 gl H § U &
Eers gl
e Concerns Raised by Environmental Activists

K. Selvaraj, an environmental activist, criticized the project for naming it after a small
hamlet, Nayakkarpatti, to avoid public attention.

K. QeTaTsT, Th JATARUT Hehdl, sf IRIATSTT @l Telrell &7 fh 38 B¢ g

ATIFHIITEE & ATH X IGT IRAT § dlieh Aldelieleh €1 & T ST Thl
e Opposition to Mining in the Hills of Arittapatti
Irdigearedt Y TIfsal A @aa & @omw [/
A. Durka Devi, a local resident, highlighted the historical significance of the hills, which
contain evidence from the 16th century Pandya kingdom and ancient inscriptions.

A. gt adft, Teh Tl fared, & geifsat & fderidss #Agea @ 3eR T, ot
1641 ¥ & IrgT AT 3R G drerdr & 9HT §

e Importance of Arittapatti as a Biodiversity Heritage Site
Ificeured &1 sig Ry et Toa § T & Agd

Arittapatti was notified as Tamil Nadu'’s first biodiversity heritage site in 2022 and is
home to over 250 species of birds.

3rfigeuredt &Y 2022 F dfAATS T uger sta fRfavar eEy Tud aifiva fhar arr ar
3R I8 250 @ 3rfts wah yenfaal &1 =X B

e Geological and Archaeological Concerns
sitfas 3R qraTfcas Riand

C. Santhalingam, an archaeologist, stated that important archaeological features,
including Brahmi inscriptions, could be disturbed by mining activities.

C. HufeaH, U qWdcafde, o &gl o Fgeaqul qarfcas faQrvard, e geat
Rrarere anfAe 8, @ee afafafeat & genfad g @ehdr &
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Government's Resurvey and Ongoing Protests

AIHR aRT g qdaror 3R Sy faer

On December 24, the government ordered the Geological Survey of India to redefine
the boundaries of the mining blocks, excluding the biodiversity site.

24 REST T WHR 7 HAATAF FIIT HRA T Welel Sellepl 1 WATHT 1 T A
IR e FT 31T Gar, oad o9 [Afaerdar T &1 S1g7 @r i)

Upcoming Protest March
AT A AR

A 25-kilometer protest march is planned from Narasingampatti in Melur taluk to
Tallakulam in Madurai city on January 7.

7 STa T AT ATF & ARTRAAICE F dearperd deh 25 fraater dar fady At
mAfSrd foam S|

Sacred Importance of the Hills

geIfsal &1 9faa Agca

The residents view the hills as sacred, worshipping figures believed to be gods.

forarel gerf3at &1 afaT AT § O daansit & &7 & qar Se arelr 3mhfaar

The State government’s say
Tod PR &l W

I. Selvam, 42, a farmer in Arittapatti, says while the State government had initially said it
was against the mining project, Ministers have been trying to prevent villagers from
passing resolutions at Gram Sabha meetings.

TS, FeadA, 42, T fhad, Fgd ¢ fh ToT TWER o Igal Fel AT fh ag Tead
IRISTAT & @ §, olfehed AT o A THT Fr dohi H INGAIJAT I GTdd
qIiRA el & Akl T HITAA HT|

Commercial Taxes and Registration Minister P. Moorthy (representing Madurai East)
influenced the villagers and told them not to pass resolutions during meetings.

oTiOfeTs Y R ol S o o (gt qd) o araaEr @ e fhar 3R

3¢ 5% & GRIA JEAId URd o oA & fow Fgl

In an order dated October 21, 2024, the Ministry of Mines had said that it had been
empowered to auction blocks for the grant of an exploration license under Section 20A
of the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act, 1957.

21 HFEE 2024 Y Th A H, Telel AT & &gl o 30 @iaat 3R ot (R
3k _fAgas) a0@ATa, 1957 Fr arT 20A F T FFAVT dEET F T @S Hr
AT FIA FT AFR IeT B

R.S. Mugilan, an environmental activist known for his agitation against the Sterlite
copper plant in Thoothukudi and the Kudankulam nuclear power plant in
Tirunelveli, says the State government’s authority over resources has always been
limited in matters of national interest.
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IR.UH. FIeIT, Teh TGLTaROT e, ST YYFI A FeIarge arar T4 3R foeaaaeh &
FEAFAR YIHATY] Fll AT o QAh 3Mielered & AT S Srd §, g & o i
fed & A A ToT WHER & 90 Fag=Ar W o7 gaem @ifda @ 8l

e This was evident yet again when Union Minister of State R. Sudha asked in the Lok
Sabha whether the Union government would ban oil and gas exploration activities in the
delta districts, which have been declared as special agricultural zones by the State
government.

TE Y q TUSe E3 519 I A AR, Gur A Ahasim # I07 & F7 F7 WHR 3eeT
fSret A A 3R A9 sreawor afafafat W afasy semeeh, Seg 57 @R o 9y
F &t & w7 & T R ¥

e The Union Minister of State, Kirti Vardhan Singh, replied that certain areas were

notified as eco-sensitive zones or areas based on proposals from States, but said that
there was no such proposal from the Tamil Nadu government.

e TWHR & Tog 7@, et afer Re, 7 Sa9 foar & o aE a1 a3t & geamn
& YR W qAao-HacaAeler &7 & &9 & fgRd fFar o o, dfda sl @t

fo iR TN & TAT IS TEdE FE AT AT

e The All India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam has opposed the project through
protests and rallies and has also held the ruling Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
government responsible for auctioning the mine.

3iter 31391 3o gfas AT FII A Ay i iR Yot & AreTw @ 3@
ARSI 7 far foham § 3R araeh afds qAT F3IH TWHR HT Garel &l Al &
forT SFACR agar gl

e The BJP has slammed the two Dravidian parties for “misleading” the people.
TS, oF SIAT GfasT gl I o9l &l “HfAT” et & T wedrT gl

o Bharatiya Janata Party State President K. Annamalai has appealed to the Minister for
Mines, G. Kishan Reddy, to keep the project on hold.

HRAT FoTdT el TT HETET &. eaATHATS o @aadd HAY, oAt et 3 & af@aar
&I Adho? I 37T &I &

e Marumalarchi Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam leader Vaiko has accused the Centre of
awarding the tungsten mining contract to Hindustan Zinc without consulting the State
government.

FAEAATE &fA5 AAT FIJAA AT ABH A g W Tod WHR T WHY e Far
fRgqrare foiw a1 <oveat oot 1 ST 3 1 3T ST B

e Mugilan cites the Bhopal gas tragedy as an instance of government apathy.
M o AT A THEY HT AIHR T SR T 30T T g

e Madurai MP Su. Venkatesan organized a protest along with fellow cadres of the
Communist Party of India (Marxist) in Melur to inform people about the importance of
their role in opposing the project.

Agt WiHE §. dweA A Fegfave ardt 3w S (FRiard) & ary Aee AeR A
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e R vl 3mafaa frar, arfes el 1 g &1 [y s & 39
UG & Hged & IR H Jdrm S |

e The resolution passed by the Tamil Nadu government in the Assembly has no legal
value owing to the amendment passed in 2023.

ARy TR R RUEweT # aIRd SEdTd &1 HIS Sl Hed o6l § Fdiieh 2023
H qTRT TMUA & HROT SHAT HIS TG IgT I3

e The Union government has turned a deaf ear to the people’s demands, and the people
must keep protesting, says Venkatesan.

dHAT Gl § b che TXHR o olall T A &l G A &7 8, 3R it ar
farrer ST @ =fewl

The need for critical minerals
HTaTFH Gt Y 3Tagahdr

e M. Vetriselvan, an advocate and member of Poovulagin Nanbargal, says critical
minerals, which were included in the Act in 2023, have geopolitical value.

TH. AT, Teh dehlel 3R YA ATare & Fedd, Hed ¢ [ 2023 & JfAgs
# aifAd fohv T HAgcaqul Wivieil &l IeIefaF Aged &
e Following the U.S. government’s 2018 policy to secure critical minerals to shift the

country’s dependence from fossil fuels to renewable energy, the international market for
critical minerals such as tungsten has been opened.

2018 & AN WFR A Afd & g, Aeca T Tiwel A FCaTT = & faw St
ST FT STARA U T AdOINT Foll I AR HAIRAT FF sl & 36527 4 T,
EIEeA S AgcaquT WS & AT JAWSET deiR @rell ar=T &

e The Indian government has chalked out ways to secure critical minerals located in
various places in the country.

HRAT THR & U & Affe TUE W BUT Ageaqol Tiersl wF T =l &
39 IR v gl

o If the State government truly objects to the project, it will have to pass a law to protect
the natural resources of Melur taluk, similar to what it did to safeguard the delta region.

IfE ToT WHR aead H RIS F1 &Y el §, A 38 AR arefed & Thfas
AT 6T 8T & fAT Toh Fiefed IR AT oM, ST o 38 Seer &1 &I W& &
o fohar

e Protesters confronted representatives of the Geological Survey of India when officials
visited the areas to study rocks.

faRerehai3i o st samst wefator & gfafafegt &1 aee fhar si9 sifteiRat o
TSI T IETTT et & o &Y% 7 el fham)

e An additional 35,000 hectares of land in Kambalipatti, Rayarpatti, and Rajanampatti
in Melur taluk have been studied and are ready to be auctioned.
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AR AT & Fafagcel, TRYEE 3N ASATAHIEE & 35,000 FAT TARFA &
e foRar I § 3R Sremet & foar IR

e Ahilltop called Kazhinja malai is considered sacred by the locals, with an associated
folktale about a village informer named Vemban.

B3 ekl & FIHH dFa A1oeh T 9Td & ICAaX T JuieT ¢

e The local woman, Mookayi, believes that Vemban will prevent the region from turning
into dust.

T AfgeT, 7FS, AR & fF a7 390 817 & 4o 7 a5 F W

French aircraft carrier to
have Goa, Kochi stopovers

[pCs

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

French aircraft carrier
strike group (CSG) led by
ENS Charles De Gaulle on a
deployment in the Indian
Ocean is set to make sto-
povers at Goa and Kochi in
the next few days. The CSG
operates Rafale-M fighter
jets, 26 of which India is
looking to procure, and a
deal is expected to be con-
cluded in the next couple
of months.

Britain has also an-
nounced that its CSG led by
carrier Queen Elizabeth
would on a deployment in
the Indian Ocean Region
and make a stopover in In-
dia in 2025.

Deployed in the Indian
Ocean as part of Mission
Clemenceau 25, the
French CSG, comprising
the aircraft carrier FNS
Charles De Gaulle, along
with its embarked air fleet
and its escort vessels (fri-
gates and supply ships),
will be making stopovers at
Goa and Kochi from Janu-

The FNS Charles de Gaulle and Indian Navy ships will take part in
the 42nd edition of Exercise Varuna. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

ary 4, the French Embassy
said in a statement.

India and France have
bilateral exercises between
all three services — Ex
Shakti on land, Ex Varuna
at sea, and Ex Garuda in
the air. India also plays
host to numerous opera-
tional stopovers made by
French Navy vessels, ac-
counting for 16 port calls
since 2022, it said.

During Mission Clemen-
ceau 25, the Charles de
Gaulle CSG and Indian na-
vy ships will take part in
the 42nd edition of Exer-
cise Varuna. “The aim of

this aero-naval training is
to develop interoperability
between our two navies,
and to prepare crews to
deal with a multi-milieu
threat [air, surface, subma-
rine] as part of a coalition,”
the statement said.

As two Indian Ocean
powers, India and France
have long maritime coop-
eration. Since 2008,
France has been a member
of the Indian Ocean Naval
Symposium, which was in-
itiated by India and brings
together 25 navies from
countries of the Indian
Ocean.

French aircraft
carrier to have Goa,
Kochi stopovers

wERN AATTaES

. French aircraft carrier
strike group (CSG) led by FNS
Charles De Gaulle is on
deployment in the Indian Ocean.

wrEE fA#AeaEs 9a
¥EEF PT (CSG) FNS a1t 3t
A & Acfed A ARAT ATHRR
#F daa g
. The CSG operates Rafale-M
fighter jets, 26 of which India is
looking to procure, with a deal

expected in the next couple of
months.

o  CSG U%hd-M &8I SieH Hr
ATl AT g, ST & 9Rd 26
@lear T Aofelr T T &, AR
3N FS A=A & Hier g
AT &
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The British CSG, led by the Queen Elizabeth carrier, will also make a stopover in India
in 2025.

o fafeer CsG, Fier vfasmay fAAEAaES GId & Adcd #, 2025 7 WA H Sgld
S|

e The French CSG, part of Mission Clemenceau 25, will be making stopovers at Goa and
Kochi from January 4.

o frerT FAARY 25 1 REar HiAR CSG 4 o1t @ war 3R ;e 7 s
T |

« [India and France have bilateral exercises: Ex Shakti on land, Ex Varuna at sea, and Ex
Garuda in the air.

o R 3R W & o gfauahy rearg gl §: Ex afed sl W, Ex a%or 9eg
#H, 3R Ex %3 gar #H|
¢ India has hosted 16 port calls made by French Navy vessels since 2022.
o HRA #2022 ¥ AT dF HIERT AT & Fglell GaRT [hT T 16 GNE Hied Hr
AFSTEA T Bl

e During Mission Clemenceau 25, the Charles de Gaulle CSG and Indian Navy ships
will participate in the 42nd edition of Exercise Varuna.

o frerT FAARY 25 F S, Ired & At CSG 3N R FAd= F FeTer Ex
FIUT o 428 FERIOT H AT o4l
e The aim is to develop interoperability between the two navies and prepare for multi-
milieu threats (air, surface, submarine).

o 3SR el ARA3T & T FEARRFAEA AT o & 3R sg-Afas TR
(4T, Fg, Ueigsall) & foqea & faT R e Bl

e Since 2008, France has been a member of the Indian Ocean Naval Symposium, which
brings together 25 navies from Indian Ocean countries.

o 2008 ¥ HiF AT ATHRER Adfaw Tasd &7 G g, I AR AR
¢t & 25 AATHT T THT FIaT B
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‘Constructive
criticism of SC
verdicts vital
for growth’

GS Paper II: Contempt
of Court

NEW DELHI

Retiring Supreme Court
judge Justice C.T. Raviku-
mar on Friday said con-
structive criticism of Su-
preme Court judgments of
public significance must be
encouraged, while noting
that the people of India
are, after all, the guardians
of the judiciary.

He said public discus-
sion of SC judgments of sig-
nificance was vital for the
development of the law. “I
am of the firm view that
any judgment of public im-
portance, there should be
a public discussion and it
should follow constructive
criticism on it,” he said at
his farewell.

The judge said if the jud-
iciary was the guardian of
the Constitution, who
should keep an eye on the
judges but the public.
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‘Constructive criticism of SC verdicts vital
for growth

‘SC & hIdl T TATcHS =T faF T &
fow sgcaqet @

. Justice C.T. Ravikumar, a retiring Supreme Court judge, stated that
constructive criticism of Supreme Court judgments of public significance
must be encouraged.

o  FRHfE C.T.WAFAR, v Fariwga GliA HIE & argrefier, @ wer fh
FhH FIE F el H wWearens et w1 dorar 7 ser w@fge, S
qraSfA® Hged & 8l

. He emphasized that the people of India are the guardians of the
judiciary.

o 3ogil Ig o1 &gl T $IRA & T et & WIaTH & |
. Public discussion of SC judgments is vital for the development of the
law.

o SC#& %hudl W Atfie aaf e & Rem & fow Agaaqet ¢

. He expressed his firm view that any judgment of public importance should
have a public discussion followed by constructive criticism.

o  3wgidl U g TaUR U U foh ArasIfad Aged & fohell off tharet
W A AF T4 glell UIMRT, 3Hh a1 TqATcHS ATerda glal TIeC|

. Justice Ravikumar questioned who should keep an eye on the judges,
stating that it should be the public.

o TR WAHAR & e 3o foh =grameiel W disl foemg @, 3R
FeT foh Ig SAeTdt T A gl AT
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Senior bureaucrat
Faiz Ahmed Kidwai
is new chief of DGCA

PCS

NEW DELHI

Senior IAS officer Faiz
Ahmed Kidwai is the new
Director-General (D-G) of
the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA).

Currently an additional
secretary in the Ministry of
Agriculture and Farmers’
Welfare, Mr. Kidwai is a
1996-batch IAS officer of
Madhya Pradesh cadre.

The Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet
approved his appointment
on Friday.

The posting was neces-
sitated after his predeces-
sor Vikram Dev Dutt was
elevated from the addition-
al secretary rank to the
rank of secretary and later
transferred to the Ministry
of Coal where he took
charge on October 21. In
the interim, a joint-DG le-
vel official at the DGCA,

Faiz Ahmed Kidwai

D.C. Sharma, was assigned
the additional charge of
the D-G.

The top official has the
task before him of resolv-
ing the stalemate between
airlines and pilots over the
latter’s duty and rest
norms. The new rules an-
nounced in 2024 increased
weekly rest for pilots from
36 hours to 48 hours as
well as curtailed night fly-
ing following concerns
from the cockpit crew over
mounting fatigue as well as
instances of deaths of pi-
lots while on duty.

fegfera = #oplr &1

Senior bureaucrat Faiz Ahmed
Kidwali is new chief of DGCA

aRss sAteene ot e fhaas
T DGCA 9H& &

o Faiz Ahmed Kidwai, a senior IAS officer, has been
appointed as the new Director-General (D-G) of the
Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA).

o % IgAT Feas, v aRss IAS TR,
feers e (D-G) & ®I H aAPR fAAETT
FEIfeeemaT (DGCA) T 31 YHqE gera far aram

gl

e  Currently, he serves as an additional secretary in
the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare.

o daAE #, T8 FW AR Fawer Feamr w7
IfaRea gRaT s §7 & T &

o Mr. Kidwai is a 1996-batch IAS officer of the
Madhya Pradesh cadre.

o Y fFeas 1996 & F IAS s §, S 7T wader
=T g

e The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet
approved his appointment on Friday.

o ¥R A Pafra IR S qEaR A S

e The appointment was made after Vikram Dev Dutt, his predecessor, was promoted to
the rank of secretary and transferred to the Ministry of Coal.

75 FRIfFa e &7 an, 3% qdad, 8T & 9T W TeeAd g IR Frren
AAET H TATHTRUT & a1 H TS|

e Vikram Dev Dutt took charge of the Ministry of Coal on October 21.

R 3T T AT HATAT T HRIAR 21 HFaR Sl HHAT|

e Inthe interim, D.C. Sharma, a joint-DG level official at the DGCA, was assigned the
additional charge of D-G.

59 oI, SLHl. T, DGCA # FYFA-DG TR & Uk H@HRT, I D-G H
ifaRerd SRR @t I/

o

o

o
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e The new D-G faces the challenge of resolving the stalemate between airlines and
pilots over the latter’s duty and rest norms.

o U D-G & HHA TS 3N qrrerel & &< 398 3R 3muer ot o arfadrer
I AT I Feilell gl
e The new rules announced in 2024 increased weekly rest for pilots from 36 hours to 48

hours and curtailed night flying due to concerns over pilot fatigue and deaths while on
duty.

o 2024 F BT AT AFATF Ted Il & AT Arcafes [Fsma w36 6 &
e 48 T fham aram 3R Td & 33T AT H dweldl &1 15, FAifeh urdeler
T g 3R 3T & R ge Aldl A A Rare of|
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